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salok mehlaa 1.

da-i-aa kapaah santokh soot jat gandhee sat vat.
ayhu janay-oo jee-a kaa ha-ee ta paaday ghat.

naa ayhu tutai naa mal lagai naa ayhu jalai na jaa-ay.
Dhan so maanas naankaa jo gal chalay paa-ay.
cha-ukarh mul anaa-i-aa bahi cha-ukai paa-i-aa.
sikhaa kann charhaa-ee-aa gur baraahman thi-aa.

oh mu-aa oh jharh pa-i-aa vaytgaa ga-i-aa. ||1||

mehlaa 1.

lakh choree-aa lakh jaaree-aa lakh koorhee-aa lakh gaal.
lakh thagee-aa pahinaamee-aa raat dinas jee-a naal.

tag kapaahahu katee-ai baam"an vatay aa-ay.

kuhi bakraa rinni' khaa-i-aa sabh ko aakhai paa-ay.

ho-ay puraanaa sutee-ai bhee fir paa-ee-ai hor.
naanak tag na tut-ee jay tag hovai jor. |12||

mehlaa 1.

naa-ay mani-ai pat oopjai saalaahee sach soot.

dargeh andar paa-ee-ai tag na tootas poot. ||3||
mehlaa 1.

tag na indree tag na naaree.
bhalkay thuk pavai nit daarhee.
tag na pairee tag na hathee.

tag na jihvaa tag na akhee.
vaytgaa aapay vatai.

vat Dhaagay avraa ghatai.

lai bhaarh karay vee-aahu.

kadh kaagal dasay raahu.

sun vaykhhu lokaa ayhu vidaan.
man anDhaa naa-o sujaan. 4|

pa-orhee.

saahib ho-ay da-i-aal kirpaa karay taa saa-ee kaar karaa-
isee.

so sayvak sayvaa karay jis no hukam manaa-isee.

hukam mani-ai hovai parvaan taa khasmai kaa mahal paa-
isee.

khasmai bhaavai so karay manhu chindi-aa so fal paa-isee.
taa dargeh paiDhaa jaa-isee. ||15]|
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SGGSP-471
Shalok Mohalla-1

It is believed, that Guru Ji uttered this Salok, when as per Hindu custom, and a pundit came to put a sacred thread called
"janaeou" around his neck. Guru Ji being very much against superstitions and false show of religiosity refused to wear
that thread.

So addressing, that Pundit, Guru Ji said: "(O Pundit), if you have a"janaeou”, which instead of cotton, is made out of
compassion, with the thread of contentment, the knots of celibacy, and the twist of high moral character, only then put it
around my neck. Because, such a thread neither breaks, nor gets dirty, nor gets burnt, and is never lost. Nanak (says),

blessed is that person, who departs from here, wearing such a "janaeou ”. (In other words, he didn’t believe in outer
symbols, and in his view, it is more important for a person to be compassionate, contended, and of good moral
character, rather than just limiting himself to such outer shows of piety or holiness, and believing that by simply
wearing these outer symbols, he would go to heaven).”

Explaining further, why he doesn’t believe in the usefulness of the thread which the pundit wanted to put around Guru
Ji's neck, he says: "(O Pundit), you buy this thread for four pennies from the market, sitting in the court yard of the host,
you put it around (his neck). Then you whisper in his ears, (that from now on he), the “Brahmin” has become his Guru.
But, when the man dies, that thread gets burnt down, and the person goes to (God’s court), without the thread, (which
was believed to be his passport to heaven).”(1)

Mohalla-1

Commenting further on the uselessness of this ordinary thread, Guru Ji says: "(Upon, wearing it people think that they
have become pure and sanctified). However, millions of thefts, illicit love affairs, falsehoods, abuses and millions of
unknown deceits stick to, (man’s) soul night and day. Yet (when a “Brahmin”, comes to the house, he) twists some
thread spun out of cotton and after killing and cooking, a goat is eaten, and then he asks everybody to wear (the thread).
But, on getting old, this (thread) is thrown away, and we put another (in its place). O Nanak, if this thread had any
(supernatural) power it would not break at all."(2)

Mohalla-1

Now Guru Ji tells what kind of thread we need to wear which should be of real help to our soul. He says: "(O my
friends, there is no use of wearing this ordinary thread and considering yourself sacred and hoping that by just wearing
this thread you will go to heaven). We get honor (in God's court only) when we enshrine the Name (of God in our
heart), because singing praises of God is the true (“janaeou” or the sacred) thread. (Wearing, such a thread, we) get
honor in God's court, and this sacred thread never breaks."(3)

Mohalla-1

So far Guru Ji has been commenting on the janaeou or the sacred thread, now he comments on the pundit who makes
this thread and puts around other people's necks. He points out: "(The Pundit, hasn’t) any thread (or restraint) around his
sex organ. (As per Hindu custom, there is no “Janaeou ” or) thread for a woman. Every day, he is (committing sins, and
therefore), being dishonored. (There is) no thread, (which restraints him from committing any sins, with his) hands or
feet. (Similarly, there is no restraint or) thread on one’s tongue or eyes, (to stop him from slandering others, or looking
at the wives of others, with evil intent. Therefore, the Pundit himself) is roaming around, without (any such moral
restraint or) thread, but twisting (some thread), he is putting on others. (Not only this, he is such a hypocrite, that) by
charging fee, he performs the marriage, and taking out a piece of paper, (which he calls the almanac) he tells them the
way (or auspicious day for marriage). O people, look and listen to this astonishing play, that (in his mind, the Pundit
himself is ignorant and) blind, but he calls himself the wise (one).”(4)

Paurri

Finally Guru Ji tells us how a man gets honor, and reaches the mansion of God. He says: “When the Master becomes
gracious, and shows kindness (on some one), He makes him do only that deed, (which pleases Him). Only, that servant
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(truly) serves Him, whom He makes to obey His command. When by obeying (God’s) command, He is approved (in

God’s court); he obtains to the mansion of the Master. (W
obtains the fruit of his heart’s desire, and then he goes to (

hen a servant) does, only that, which pleases the Master, he
God’s) court, wearing the robe of honor.”(15)

The message of this Paurri, and the preceding saloks is that instead of thinking that by wearing holy

cloths or outer symbols, we have become pure and will

go to heaven, we should stress more upon our

actions and our intentions. We should have love and compassion for our fellow man. We should do the
righteous deeds, follow the Guru's instructions, and learn to live in accordance with God’s will and

command, only then we will be received with honor in

God’s court.
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salok mehlaa 1.

ga-00 biraahman ka-o kar laavhu gobar taran na jaa-ee.
Dhotee tikaa tai japmaalee Dhaan malay@aaN khaa-ee.
antar poojaa parheh kataybaa sanjam turkaa bhaa-ee.
chhodeelay paakhandaa.

naam la-i-ai jaahi tarandaa. ||1]|

mehlaa 1.

maanas khaanay karahi nivaaj.
chhuree vagaa-in tin gal taag.
tin ghar barahman pooreh naad.
un'laa bhe aavahi o-ee saad.
koorhee raas koorhaa vaapaar.

koorh bol karahi aahaar.
saram Dharam kaa dayraa door.

naanak koorh rahi-aa bharpoor.
mathai tikaa tayrh Dhotee kakhaa-ee.
hath chhuree jagat kaasaa-ee.

SGGSP-472

neel vastar pahir hoveh parvaan.
malaychh Dhaan lay poojeh puraan.
abhaakhi-aa kaa kuthaa bakraa khaanaa.
cha-ukay upar kisai na jaanaa.

day kai cha-ukaa kadhee kaar.

upar aa-ay baithay koorhi-aar.

mat bhitai vay mat bhitai.

ih ann asaadaa fitai.

tan fitai fayrh karayn.

man joothai chulee bharayn.
kaho naanak sach Dhi-aa-ee-ai.

such hovai taa sach paa-ee-ai. ||2||
pa-orhee.

chitai andar sabh ko vaykh nadree hayth chalaa-idaa.

aapay day vadi-aa-ee-aa aapay hee karam karaa-idaa.
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g @ TfErEmT Ml It J9H FaTfEET Il vadahu vadaa vad maydnee siray sir DhanDhai laa-idaa.
TSy T3T ¥ Aest AT fAfe o &rfeer nadar upthee jay karay sultaanaa ghaahu karaa-idaa.
sufg Quat A a3 A®3TsT wrg FgrfEer | dar mangan bhikh na paa-idaa. ||16||

afg Harfes feu & urfear qgi

Shalok Mohalla-1

In this Shabad, Guru Ji is once again exposing the duplicity and crookedness of pundits of those days, who had joined
hands with the Muslim rulers. On one hand, they were charging toll tax even from the poor “Brahmins”, before letting
their cows cross a bridge, but in their homes, they would plaster their mud kitchen floors with cow dung, believing that
this would purify their kitchens.

Addressing such pundits, who had become cahoots with their corrupt Muslim rulers, Guru Ji says: "(O my friends,
when), you impose taxes on cows, and “Brahmins”, (but remember that, by simply) applying cow dung (to your court
yards, the worldly ocean) cannot be crossed. You wear a loin cloth, put a frontal mark and carry a rosary, but you eat the
provisions supplied by those (Muslims, whom you call) “Malechh” (or the “polluted” ones). In your homes, you
secretly worship (your deities), but outside, you read the Semitic books, and observe Muslim austerities, (such as
observing fasts in particular month. (O man), give up this hypocrisy, because it is only by remembering God's Name,
that you will swim across (the worldly ocean).”(1)

SGGSP-472

Mohalla-1

In this Salok, commenting further on the oppression, hypocrisy and deceit being perpetuated on the poor common
people both by Muslims rulers and their Hindu quislings, Guru Ji says: “(The corrupt Muslim rulers, even though) say
their daily prayers, (yet are oppressing their subjects like) man eaters. (They who extract the money from the poor, as if)
wielding the knife, (on behalf of their butcher like Muslim masters, are those Hindu “Kashatyryas ”, who) wear sacred
threads (or “Janeou to portray themselves as righteous Hindus. In the houses of these cruel Kashatyryas,) the
“Brahmans” go (to perform sacred ceremonies, and) sound conchs, and they too enjoy the same relish of (ill-gotten
wealth). False is the capital and false is the trade (of these people). It is by telling lies that they earn their livelihood. The
sense of shame and righteousness from them is far removed. O Nanak, it is falsehood, which is pervading all around.
(They profess holiness from outside), with saffron mark on their foreheads, and ochre colored (fine cloth called)
“Dhoti” on their wastes, (but in real life, they are like) world butchers, wielding knives, in their hands (as if ready to
slaughter their victims).”

Commenting further, on the hypocrisy of the Hindu officials of those days, Guru Ji says: “In order to be approved by
their Muslim rulers, these people wear blue cloths. To worship (their holy books), the “Puranaas, they ask for money
from those (whom they call the polluted ones or) “Malechh”. They eat (the meat cooked by the Muslims, which is
prepared, by killing a) goat, after reading the foreign (“kalima”, and therefore absolutely un holy for a Hindu, and yet,
they ask), that no one should enter their kitchen (lest their food becomes polluted). After plastering the ground, a
boundary line is drawn around it; these false pundits come and sit upon it; (and start crying again and again), "don’t
come near, and pollute (our kitchen), lest our food become unfit for eating." (But in reality, these very people) indulge
in corrupt practices, with their polluted bodies. In their minds is falsehood, but outwardly, they wash their mouths (to
profess their holiness). Nanak says, we should meditate on the true God, (and remember, that when there is) purity (in
our mind, only) then we obtain to that true (God)."(2)

Paurri

Finally Guru Ji comments on the power of that true God and says: "(That true God) keeps all in His mind, and makes all
to act as per His grace. He Himself bestows honors, and He Himself makes them do (different) deeds. He is greater
than the greatest, and great (is His) universe. He yokes each and every one to His job. If He becomes angry, then even
the kings, He makes penniless like grass cutters (and beggars), whom no one gives alms, even when they go begging
from door to door."(16)
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The message of this Paurri, and preceding saloks is that we should not try to exploit the poor and the
needy in collaboration with unholy company of the wicked or dishonest rulers. God is watching all our
conduct, and evil deeds, even if we are doing these in secret. No matter whether we ourselves are kings or
rulers or the agents of the rulers, if we are participating in corruption or oppression, then God can
immediately take away all our power and wealth and reduce us to most degraded and penniless status.
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salok mehlaa 1.
jay mohaakaa ghar muhai ghar muhi pitree day-ay.
agai vasat sinjaanee-ai pitree chor karay-i.

vadhee-ah hath dalaal kay musfee ayh karay-i.
naanak agai so milai je khatay ghaalay day-ay. ||1]|

mehlaa 1.

Ji-o joroo sirnaavanee aavai vaaro vaar.

joothay joothaa mukh vasai nit nit ho-ay khu-aar.
soochay ayhi na aakhee-ahi bahan je pindaa Dho-ay.
soochay say-ee naankaa jin man vasi-aa so-ay. ||2||
pa-orhee.

turay palaanay pa-un vayg har rangee haram savaari-aa.

SGGSP-472

a8 W3y wrdtnr wrfe 88 afg utAtfanr 1

oA agfs Hfs see afs gsfe srat arfamr 1
afg ganurfefr ufemr 2fy Hosfs Haz ferfonr
I
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kothay mandap maarhee-aa laa-ay baithay kar paasaari-aa.
cheej karan man bhaavday har bujhan naahee haari-aa.
kar furmaa-is khaa-i-aa vaykh mahlat maran visaari-aa.
jar aa-ee joban haari-aa. ||17||

Shalok Mohalla -1

In the previous Paurri, Guru Ji advised us that we should not try to exploit the poor and the needy in collaboration with
unholy company of the wicked or dishonest rulers. God is watching all our conduct, and evil deeds, even if we are doing
these in secret. In this Salok, he illustrates, with a vivid example, what happens to those, who after stealing or earning

some wealth by corrupt means, hold special feasts or “sharaads” for the “Brahmins”

, and give them gifts in cash and

kind, believing that these things would reach their dead ancestors, in the other world.

Commenting on the emptiness of such a belief, Guru Ji says:
by robbing a house, a thief gives some thing out of it for his dead ancestors, (to a “Brahmin”,

“(Even if for the sake of argument, we may believe, that) if
who is kind of a broker,

between this and the next world, would actually reach his ancestors, then do you know what would happen? The
obvious thing is that), in the next (world), this (stolen) thing would be recognized, (and it would automatically) make
the ancestors as thieves, (because a stolen thing is recovered from their possession. As a result not only they would be

severely punished, but “Dharam raj”,

or) the judge of righteousness, would also do this thing, that he would order, that

hands of the broker (“Brahmin”), should also be chopped off, (for dealing with stolen goods). O Nanak, (the fact is, that
after death no one gets anything given by others, in the) next world, one gets only, what he himself earns by his own

efforts, or gives (to others).”(1)

Mohalla-1
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Next Guru Ji advises us against telling lies at any time. Giving an example, he says: “Just as month after month, when a
woman is going through her periods, (she is considered polluted by many, similarly), falsehood always remains
dominant in the mouth of a false person, and he keeps suffering in distress, every day. Therefore, they are not called the
pure, who only sit and wash their bodies. O, Nanak the pure ones are, only those within whose (minds) has come to
abide that (true God).”(2)

Paurri
Now Guru Ji describes the end fate of those who indulge in all kinds of false pleasure and sinful life styles.

He says: “Those who may have saddled horses, swift like wind, (luxurious cars and SUV’s); have decorated their
harems (and luxurious houses for their wives and mistresses) in many colors; are sitting (proudly) in their palaces, and
mansions, with all the ostentations; indulge in merry making to their hearts’ content, but do not think of God, they end
up losing (the objective of their human life. They who have made it their habit) to eat by issuing commands (to the poor
helpless people, and) seeing (their lofty mansions) have forsaken from their minds, (the thought of) death; when old age
comes, they lose the vitality of youth, (and ultimately die losing the game of life).”(17)

The message of the Paurri is that we should not fool ourselves by thinking that, it is alright to keep indulging in
false pleasures, lies, or deceits, and then save ourselves or our ancestors, by giving any Kinds of charities or
rituals at the end. It is only when during our own life time, we conduct ourselves in a truth full way, help some
needy with our honest earnings and meditate on God’s Name, that we can hope to obtain honor in God’s court.
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salok mehlaa 1.

jay kar sootak mannee-ai sabh tai sootak ho-ay.
gohay atai lakrhee andar keerhaa ho-ay.

jaytay daanay ann kay jee-aa baajh na ko-ay.

pahilaa paanee jee-o hai jit hari-aa sabh ko-ay.

sootak ki-o kar rakhee-ai sootak pavai raso-ay.
naanak sootak ayv na utrai gi-aan utaaray Dho-ay. ||1]|

mehlaa 1.

man kaa sootak lobh hai jihvaa sootak koorh.
akhee sootak vaykh-naa par tari-a par Dhan roop.

kannee sootak kann pai laa-itbaaree khaahi.
naanak hansaa aadmee baDhay jam pur jaahi. ||2||

mehlaa 1.

sabho sootak bharam hai doojai lagai jaa-ay.
jaman marnaa hukam hai bhaanai aavai jaa-ay.

khaanaa peenaa pavitar hai diton rijak sambaahi.

naanak jin"ee gurmukh bujhi-aa tin"aa sootak naahi. ||3||
SGGSP-473

pa-orhee.

satgur vadaa kar salaahee-ai jis vich vadee-aa vadi-aa-ee-

aa.
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fsnretur | seh maylay taa nadree aa-ee-aa.
jaa tis bhaanaa taa man vasaa-ee-aa.

Afg A& 37 5T nirEh I kar hukam mastak hath Dhar vichahu maar kadhee-aa
At f3g 33T 37 Hfs TATEIT I buri-aa-ee-aa.

afs gan wr3fa gg gfe feag wrfe aghur seh tuthai na-o niDh paa-ee-aa. ||18||

gfamretmr

afa 38 &€ fafa yrgtmr nax

Shalok Mohalla -1

In this Salok Guru Ji comments on the superstitions and false beliefs about being contaminated in various ways. One of
the worst contamination, which people of those days, used to fear was coming in contact with a woman during her
menstrual periods, eating with those families in which there has been a recent birth or death, or coming into contact with
a low cast person.

Commenting on all such superstitions regarding contamination, Guru Ji says: “ If we believe in (such superstitious
thoughts of contamination), then there is pollution every here. See even within cow dung and wood (with which people
cook food), there are so many insects. As many are the grains of food, none is without living beings (or bacteria) in
them. First of all the water (which is the essential constituent of all foods) is itself a living thing, through which
everything (gets life and) becomes green. How can we save ourselves from pollution, when this pollution is right in our
kitchen? O’ Nanak, the contamination is not warded off in this way (of having false beliefs or superstitions), it is only
the true divine knowledge which removes and washes it off.”(1)

Mohalla -1

Next Guru Ji tells us what real pollution or impurity is. He says: “(O my friends), the impurity of the mind is greed, and
falsehood is the impurity for the tongue. The pollution for the eyes is to look at some body else’s wife, wealth, or beauty
(with an evil intent). Similarly we pollute our ears, when we listen to the slanderous words (about any body). O Nanak,
(it is because of these kinds of contaminations that even otherwise pure like) swan human beings, are bound and driven
to the city of death.”(2)

Mohalla -1

Now Guru Ji removes all our doubts and superstitions about the false beliefs about pollution. He says: “All this (talk
about) pollution, which you think contaminates others is a false belief, it afflicts him, who gets attached to the (loves of
things, other than God). Death and birth are subject to His command. (It is as per) His will that a person comes (into this
world), and as per His will, he departs (from here). To eat or drink is pure, because (God) has given sustenance to all. O
Nanak they, who through the Guru have understood (the above concept), for them there is no pollution.”(3)

Paurri

In the last Shalok, Guru Ji advised us that those, who through the Guru have understood (the above concept), for them
there is no pollution. Therefore Guru Ji wants us to praise and appreciate our true Guru, who helps us get rid of all kinds
of false beliefs, and evil thoughts. He says: “We should elevate and praise the true Guru, who has driven out all kinds of
evils (out of the minds of those, who have listened and acted on his advice). It is only when God unites (us with the true
Guru), that these (merits in the Guru), become apparent, (not only that), when it pleases (God), these (qualities) are
enshrined in our minds. Then placing his hand on our foreheads, (the Guru), beats out the evils (from our mind). In
short, when, the Master becomes gracious, we receive all the nine treasures (of life).”(18)

The message of this Paurri and preceding saloks, is that all these thoughts about pollution regarding coming into
contact with women during their menstrual periods, bereaved family members, or ordinary eats and drinks are
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mere false superstitions. The real polluting things, which we need to avoid, are telling lies, indulging in slander or
doing evil deeds out of our greed and lust. If we listen and act on such good advice of our Guru, God will bless us.

SGGSP-473

ABI Hs Q Il

ufawt gar wfy 3fe g8 dam wirfe

gAY mdt Ifu€s afe & fefe€ arfe 1

goT dfe & Afenr sar uzsfz AT I

goet Atet Afenr fag 89 &ar Sy 1

nfg 8e3T Yyt |3T BA3y |T3IT T YA
yrfemr fugz 1

3T I ytg ufes

unft fA@ 33 arfsmr gar ugtmr f33 1
fag ufy a1 5 @aafe fag &7 gr urfo
aTox 82 Ara 33 ufy gar yrfa nan

Hs A1

Ffs At Ffs fartmt I3 Haz g

[

37 d2 9nst F37 98 I I

S T ¥ ITEM I3 92 durs

R fa€ Wer mmdtnt fag #ufo IS 1
g3y It §3 Qua F3 =y 5 aAfe 1
55 §3 grgdr 8& AYT AfE 1

faz ufy Aer AH™TA gmar I3t Wfe
s7ad 3 HY @A® f33 AY =3arfe 21

u€s3t

AZ & w8 iyt fag &7dt 7 gfs a&ta 1
&3 g mruET wrd I By FER 11

AT gI=T 79t M3 Afa 37 arfez arafg T=hat 1
Her faR & it ufs myg 83 gstat 1l

H3? a5 & It nac

r &, &,

salok mehlaa 1.

pahilaa suchaa aap ho-ay suchai baithaa aa-ay.
suchay agai rakhi-on ko-ay na bhiti-o jaa-ay.
suchaa ho-ay kai jayvi-aa lagaa parhan salok.
kuhthee jaa-ee sati-aa kis ayhu lagaa dokh.

ann dayvtaa paanee dayvtaa baisantar dayvtaa loon
panjvaa paa-i-aa ghirat.

taa ho-aa paak pavit.

paapee si-o tan gadi-aa thukaa pa-ee-aa tit.

jit mukh naam na oochrahi bin naavai ras khaahi.
naanak ayvai jaanee-ai tit mukh thukaa paahi. ||1|

mehlaa 1.

bhand jammee-ai bhand nimmee-ai bhand mangan vee-
aahu.
bhandahu hovai dostee bhandahu chalai raahu.

bhand mu-aa bhand bhaalee-ai bhand hovai banDhaan.
so ki-o mandaa aakhee-ai jit jameh raajaan.

bhandahu hee bhand oopjai bhandai baajh na ko-ay.
naanak bhandai baahraa ayko sachaa so-ay.

jit mukh sadaa salaahee-ai bhaagaa ratee chaar.
naanak tay mukh oojlay tit sachai darbaar. ||2||

pa-orhee.
sabh ko aakhai aapnaa jis naahee so chun kadhee-ai.
keetaa aapo aapnaa aapay hee laykhaa sandhee-ai.

jaa rahnaa naahee ait jag taa kaa-it gaarab handhee-ai.

mandaa kisai na aakhee-ai parh akhar ayho bujhee-ai.
moorkhai naal na lujhee-ai. ||19||

SGGSP-473

Shalok Mohalla -1

In the previous Paurri, Guru Ji advised us that all these thoughts about pollution, regarding coming into contact with
women during their menstrual periods, bereaved family members, or ordinary eats and drinks are mere false
superstitions. The real polluting things, which we need to avoid, are telling lies, indulging in slander or doing evil deeds,
out of our greed and lust. If we listen and act on such good advice of our Guru, God will bless us. In this Shalok, Guru
Ji comments on the conduct of those pundits, who make a false show of purity by first taking a bath themselves, and
then going to their hosts, doing some rituals, and sitting down to eat the sanctified food, and he tells us what is the real

pollution or contamination for a human being.

Daljit Singh Jawa

Page 8

Simple Gurbani




¢

SGGS 0471-0480 revl.doc

He says: “First of all, after thoroughly bathing and washing his body, and thus (supposedly) becoming “pure”, (a
pundit), comes and sits down in the “purified” (kitchen of his host). Then “pure” meals are placed before him, which no
one has touched before. In this way, becoming pure, (the “Brahmin”) eats this food, and starts reading some mantras.
(But, now think, when this food goes inside the body), it is thrown into a very undesirable place (where it becomes
stool), so who would bear the blame (for polluting such a “pure” meal? Because according to “Brahmin’s” own belief),
the food grain, the water, the air, and the salt, (all the four ingredients are pure things like) gods, and when the fifth (god
like pure ingredient), the clarified butter is put (in this food), then it becomes pure and sanctified (food. But when such a
“pure and immaculate” food) is put into the body of a sinful person, it is being spat upon (as the most impure and
polluted thing). Similarly, O Nanak, the mouth, (of that person is accursed), and is spat upon with which people don’t
utter God’s Name, and without meditating on (God’s) Name, eat relishing (meals).”(1)

Mohalla -1

Next Guru Ji makes his famous comment, regarding women, who in those days were very much degraded by the
society.

As if addressing the entire society, Guru Ji points out and asks: “It is from the woman (whom we defame), that we are
born, it is (in her body), that we are formed, it is the woman, whom we betroth, and are with whom, we are married. It is
with the woman that we make (intimate) friendship, and it is from the woman, that one’s dynasty goes forward. When
the first wife dies, we search for another woman, and it is through the woman, that we are bonded (with the world).
How can we call that (woman), evil, who has given birth to all the kings, (saints and other great persons. In fact), it is
from the woman, that another woman is born, and no body is born, except through a woman. O Nanak, it is only the one
true God, who exists outside (the womb of) a woman. (Therefore), that mouth is fortunate like a precious jewel, with
which we praise (that God), and O’ Nanak, such faces would shine in the court of the true God, (because these persons
would be received with honor there).”(2)

Paurri

Now Guru Ji gives us another piece of advice, regarding our attitudes towards other people. He says: “Every one (is so
attached to his family, friends, and his possessions, that he always) keeps on saying (this is) mine, (that is mine, and for
the sake of his relatives and possessions, he keeps on blaming others, and even quarreling with them). We should single
out, that person, who is not afflicted (with this disease. We should remember, that in the end, when we go to God’s
court), we would bear the consequences of our deeds, and we would have to settle our own accounts. So, when we don’t
have to remain in this world (forever), then why should we consume ourselves in arrogance. After reading all the words,
we should learn (this lesson) that, we should not call any one bad, and should not argue with a fool.”(19)

The message of this Paurri, and preceding saloks is that we should not make false shows of purity, and sanctity,
and should not consider women as impure, or unsanctified. Rather we should remember, that excepting God
Himself all have come out of a woman. Finally, we should remember that every body would have to reap the fruit
of his own actions; therefore we should not call any one bad, and argue with a fool.

FIF?E_( HS Al salok mehlaa 1.

aoa fed dfsnt 35 Ha fear afe 1
fea fear retat fead feat Afe

fear waarg At ufo gar fea urfe 1
fear yay nrdbd urzr %3 AATfE Nau

Hs a1l

nfegg g3 UA grafe gatur niefa 35 1
wisAfs 3tag 7 sefo €33 &7dt A% 1

naanak fikai boli-ai tan man fikaa ho-ay.
fiko fikaa sadee-ai fikay fikee so-ay.

fikaa dargeh satee-ai muhi thukaa fikay paa-ay.
fikaa moorakh aakhee-ai paanaa lahai sajaa-ay. ||1|

mehlaa 1.

andrahu jhoothay paij baahar dunee-aa andar fail.
athsath tirath jay naaveh utrai naahee mail.
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SGGSP-473

fag ug »iefs grafs qez 3 38 FAtfo 1
fsg 33 ®a 99 At |ug el

Ifar grfo Ffar I=fo gu st afs arfa
ygeTg a7dt faR a9t a3 AY 579 I

wfg ¥z Qufa uygy War A8 8fe 3 urfg 1
dtas 8d aA®H BAT THT IHT HE I

ufg %28 Jur uifs g2 a7aar fa€ 33 121

UaT 828

jinH pat andar baahar gudarh tay bhalay sansaar.

tin" nayhu lagaa rab saytee daykhn"ay veechaar.
rang haseh rang roveh chup bhee kar jaahi.

parvaah naahee kisai kayree baajh sachay naah.

dar vaat upar kharach mangaa jabai day-ay ta khaahi.
deebaan ayko kalam aykaa hamaa tum"aa mayl.

dar la-ay laykhaa peerh chhutai naankaa Ji-o tayl. |)2||

SGGSP-474

pa-orhee.

u€s3t

w3 Tt ggET A6 a® M gt 3 gt aapay hee karnaa kee-o kal aapay hee tai Dhaaree-ai.

gufg 3T mryzT afe awt uat ATEM I

a7 nrfenr A 9sAT AZ agt nret e vdta 1

far & #Ator gtz afo fa€ Afog Hag femratat 1
WMTYE TET muET mimd It T ARTEA 1201

daykheh keetaa aapnaa Dhar kachee pakee saaree-ai.
jo aa-i-aa so chalsee sabh ko-ee aa-ee vaaree-ai.

jis kay jee-a paraan heh ki-o saahib manhu visaaree-ai.
aapan hathee aapnaa aapay hee kaaj savaaree-ai. ||20||

Shalok Mohalla-1

In the previous Paurri, Guru Ji advised us that we should not make false shows of purity, and sanctity, and should not
consider women as impure, or unsanctified. Rather we should remember, that excepting God Himself all have come out
of a woman. Finally, we should remember that every body would have to reap the fruit of his own actions; therefore we
should not call any one bad, and argue with a fool. In this salok, he tells us, what are the consequences, when many
times in our haste, carelessness or anger; we utter harsh or insipid words, which hurt the feelings of the listener.

He says: “O Nanak, when we utter insipid words, both our body and mind become insipid (or rude). Such a rude person
is called the rude, and his reputation becomes that of rudeness. Such an insipid person is thrown out of God’s court,
(and is so dishonored, as if he) is being spat on his face. In short, a person with a rude tongue is called a fool, (and is
disgraced at every place, as if), he is being given a shoe- beating everywhere.”(1)

Mohalla-1

As per Dr. Bh. Vir Singh Ji, Guru Ji seems to have uttered this salok, observing a group of false saints, roaming around
some holy places. He says: “In this world, (many such persons have) spread over, who from inside are false
(hypocrites), but from outside, they have managed to establish their honor (as the true or holy persons. Even if such
false people go and) bathe at all the (so-called) sixty-eight holy places, still the dirt (of their minds), will not be
removed. On the other hand, they who (are so compassionate and kind, as if within them is soft) silk, but are wearing
(cheap) coarse clothes from outside, they are the virtuous ones of the world. They are imbued with the love of God, and
they (always) keep thinking about seeing Him. (Imbued in the love of God, they sometimes) laugh, and some times cry,
and sometimes they become silent also. Except the true Master, they don’t care for anybody else. On the journey of life,
they beg for the provisions (of God’s Name only, and when (God gives this food for their soul), they partake of it.
(They have full faith in this thing, that) there is only one Judge (and He judges every one with same true justice, as if)
He has only one pen. We all high and low persons would meet there (in His court). But, when in His court, He asks for
the account (of our deeds), then O Nanak, the guilty ones are so severely punished, (that their tears) come out, like the
coming out (of oil, when seeds are pressed in an oil press).”(2)

Paurri
Now Guru Ji comments upon the nature of the world, and what is the best thing for a man to do. Addressing God, he

says: “(O God), You Yourself have created this creation, and You Yourself have supported it with Your power. (Like a
child playing by himself with his Loodo game), He looks at his creation, and sees, which of his (mortal) pieces, have
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become perfect (and are ready to reenter its Home), and which one is still imperfect, (or still needs to go through the
world for some more rounds). But one thing is sure, who so ever has come into (this world), will have to depart; every
one will have his turn (for departure from this world). Therefore, we should not forget (that God), to whom belong our
life and breath, (and as long as there is life in us), we should try to accomplish our task (of reaching God, by meditating
on His Name).”(20)

The message of this Paurri, and preceding saloks is that we should remember that this world is but a stage
created by God for the human beings to play our assigned roles, and perfect ourselves. Therefore, we should not
say any unkind words to any body, or make a false show of our piety. Instead we should do righteous deeds,
imbue ourselves with God’s Love, and meditate on His Name, so that one day, He may show mercy on us, and
accepts us also in His eternal union.

SGGSP-474

A% HISBT 2 |l salok mehlaa 2.

29 faadt mAat gd &3 Atfe 0 ayh kinayhee aaskee doojai lagai jaa-ay.

376 MTHI Fidtmt e It 99 AHTfE naanak aasak kaa"dhee-ai sad hee rahai samaa-ay.

gdt dar afg He He Her dfe changai changa kar mannay mandai mandaa ho-ay.
A 27 & mmhat fa 88 =93 Afe nqn aasak ayhu na aakhee-ai je laykhai vartai so-ay. ||1]|
HT&T 2 I mehlaa 2.

A%™ A9 82 &3 H=ET WEr arfe 1 salaam jabaab dovai karay mundhhu ghuthaa jaa-ay.
56q 82 gt wrfe 5 aret utfe 121 naanak dovai koorhee-aa thaa-ay na kaa-ee paa-ay. |)2||
u@st pa-orhee.

fa3 Afent Y utets B Afog mer H)—[Twﬁ'ﬁ Il jit sayvi-ai sukh paa-ee-ai so saahib sadaa sam"aalee-ai.
faz a3t yretat iyt AT ww gdt fa€@ wrabhat 11 jit keetaa paa-ee-ai aapnaa saa ghaal buree ki-o ghaalee-ai.
Har J;I'FE s argst @ $HT sufe faarastn 1 mandaa mool na keech-ee day lammee nadar nihaalee-ai.
fa€ mrfag arfs & grdtat 32 TT utAT TEA I Ji-o saahib naal na haaree-ai tavayhaa paasaa dhaalee-ai.
fag &3 Qufs wabat n2an kichh laahay upar ghaalee-ai. ||21]|

Shalok Mohalla-2

In the previous Paurri, Guru Ji advised us that we should remember that this world is but a stage created by God for the
human beings to play our assigned roles, and perfect ourselves. Therefore, we should not say any unkind words to any
body, or make a false show of our piety. Instead we should do righteous deeds, imbue ourselves with God’s love, and
meditate on His Name, so that one day He may show mercy on us and accept us also, in His eternal union. In this Salok,
Guru Ji teaches us, that we need to be true lovers of God, and not dualistic or seasonal lovers, and love God only when
it is convenient for us, or only when God does things, which we like and not otherwise.

He says: “This is no true love, (which beside one’s own lover), attaches him to some other. O Nanak, only that person is
considered a true lover, who always remains absorbed (in the love of his Beloved. The person), who deems good, (only
what seems) good to him, and rejects the apparent bad (happening) as bad, and who deals with (God) in such business
like fashion, is not called a true lover (of God).”(1)

Mohalla-2

Guru Ji now takes us one step further, and tells us that not only we have to have true love for God, but also we have to
fear, respect, and obey Him like our Master. Commenting on the person, who carries out the commands of His Master,
which he likes, but rejects others he doesn’t like, Guru Ji says: “The person who both salutes his Master, and also
refuses (to obey His command), is fundamentally going astray. O Nanak, both these attitudes are false, and none of
these is accounted (for or approved in God’s court).”(2)

Paurri
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Now Guru Ji gives us some specific advices, regarding our total life perspective. He says: “We should serve that
(Master), serving whom we always find peace and happiness. When we know that we are going to reap the fruit of our
own actions, then why should we start or do any bad deed, (because this is going to bring us its own punishment.
Therefore, before initiating any action, we should) consider its consequences, with a far sight, and we shouldn’t do any
evil deed at all, (because it is going to bring bad results. Lastly, we should do such deeds, that in the game of love with
God, we), throw our dice in such a way, that we don’t lose, before our Master, and invest in something, which brings us
profit (in our life; meditation on God’s Name, is only such safe investment).”(21)

The message of this Paurri, and preceding saloks is that, we should try to become true devotees of God, and keep
loving, and obeying His command, both in happy and adverse circumstances, and should not do any thing which
may have bad consequences, and is not approved in God’s court; finally, we should always meditate on God’s
Name, with true love and devotion, which alone is the most profitable thing to do in the human birth.

FIF?E_( HI®BT 2 I salok mehlaa 2.

I'dd Bd IS 3T® dqTIg T || chaakar lagai chaakree naalay gaarab vaad.
SGGSP-474

TABT A3 WESIAT YAH & Y@ ATE I galaa karay ghanayree-aa khasam na paa-ay saad.
mry grerfeg Rer &3 37 fag ut@ Hia |1 aap gavaa-ay sayvaa karay taa kichh paa-ay maan.
36 fAA & &ar f3g fud sar /A ud=tad naul naanak jis no lagaa tis milai lagaa so parvaan. ||1]|
HI®BT 2 |l mehlaa 2.

A #tfe dfe @ €aR ug ar afamr =@ jo jee-ay ho-ay so ugvai muh kaa kahi-aa vaa-o.
#a fay Wa »ifyz ug 27 fam € 121 beejay bikh mangai amrit vaykhhu ayhu ni-aa-o. ||2||
HI®BT 2 |l mehlaa 2.

&% feurd @nst a8 & m@ afr naal i-aanay dostee kaday na aavai raas.

far 778 39 =93 Yy & fagarfa u jayhaa jaanai tayho vartai vaykhhu ko nirjaas.

TAZ niefg TAZ AW g?—ﬁ' a2 utfa vastoo andar vasat samaavai doojee hovai paas.
Afog AST daH & g8 adt g2 mIefA 1 saahib saytee hukam na chalai kahee banai ardaas.
gfs anrE g3 9< sox faefs fearfm 13 koorh kamaanai koorho hovai naanak sifat vigaas. ||3||
HI®BT 2 |l mehlaa 2.

&% femrd Enst CEAG) 'FF[@ 3T I naal i-aanay dostee vadaaroo si-o nayhu.

utat ofefg sta fA€ fam =r a7€ & 8g s paanee andar leek Ji-o tis daa thaa-o na thayhu. ||4||
HI®BT 2 |l mehlaa 2.

dfe fenrzr a3 aH wrfs & A& IfH 11 ho-ay i-aanaa karay kamm aan na sakai raas.

A/ fea »u dat a3 g?—ﬁ‘ gt @A nun jay ik aDh changee karay doojee bhee vayraas. ||5]|
U@S’T Il pa-orhee.

TTg ®dl ST 4 98 yAR ITfE | chaakar lagai chaakree jay chalai khasmai bhaa-ay.
ga;-rf‘z f3r & marst €g gdd fg gar yrfE || hurmat tis no aglee oh vajahu bhe doonaa khaa-ay.
yAR a3 =9radt fefe dafs niefa urfe 1 khasmai karay baraabaree fir gairat andar paa-ay.
TAg A8 wawT HI Hfg ytEr urfe i vajahu gavaa-ay aglaa muhay muhi paanaa khaa-ay.
far =t fesT yrezr f3g adta AratfA jis daa ditaa khaavnaa tis kahee-ai saabaas.

56d gaH & ST 57(% AW I8 maerfA 1221 naanak hukam na chal-ee naal khasam chalai ardaas. |[22]|
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Shalok Mohalla-2

In the Salok preceding the previous Paurri, Guru Ji stated that the person who both salutes his Master, and also refuses
(to obey His command), is fundamentally going astray. Both these attitudes are false, and none of these is accounted for
or approved in God’s court). In this Salok, he further advises us, that not only, we should always obey our Master’s
command, but also do this service with humility, and never feel arrogant about it.

Guru Ji says: “If a person, while accepting the job of a servant, also arrogantly argues with him, and talks too much, he
doesn’t earn the pleasure of his master. When shedding his self- conceit, he serves (the master), only then he obtains
some recognition (from the master), and O’ Nanak, he becomes one with him, in whose service, he is engaged.
(Similarly, the person, who is so humbly engaged in God’s service), he is approved (in God’s court).”(1)

Mohalla-2

Next Guru Ji tells us another secret in a very beautiful couplet and that secret is about our intentions, such as when we
might be saying good words outwardly but inside we have all kinds of evil thoughts or passions in our mind about the
other person to whom we are speaking so nicely. Ultimately those evil thoughts or bad intentions come out and negate
whatever sweet words we are speaking outwardly.

Therefore, Guru Ji says: “Whatever is in the mind, that becomes manifest. (Therefore, simply) to say something from
the tongue is (useless, like blowing hot) air. Look at what (kind of) justice, (a person expects), that he sows poison, but
expects nectar (in return).”(2)

Mohalla-2

Now Guru Ji gives us some more pointers for the betterment of our life and how to deal with different persons. Firstly
Guru Ji says: “Friendship with an immature person is never fruitful, because, whatever any person knows, he acts
accordingly. Anyone can objectively try this for himself. (Similarly, if we follow the dictates of our foolish mind, then
we wouldn’t gain anything). Further, just as a thing can only get mixed up in another, if we have the second thing with
us, (similarly, good thoughts can get enshrined in our mind only, if we have first obtained such thoughts from the Guru.
Secondly we have to remember, that with God, our) Master, command doesn’t work; it is (humble) prayer, which works
with that Master. Lastly, the result of practicing falsehood is falsehood; O Nanak, it is only praise (of God), which
brings true delight.”(3)

Mohalla-2

Next Guru Ji gives us another advice, cautioning us against having friendships with ignorant persons or those who are in
higher status than us. Guru Ji says: “Friendship with the ignorant, or love with a person of higher status than us, is like a
line drawn across water, of which there is neither any sign nor mark (left).”(4)

Mohalla-2

Guru Ji now gives another reason why we should not have friendship with an ignorant or unwise person. He says: “If an
immature person does any task, he cannot bring it to successful conclusion, because even if he does one small thing
right, he would mess up the rest.”’(5)

Paurri-22

Finally Guru Ji gives the definition of a good servant or a good devotee and also of a person who is not. He says: “Only
that servant is the true servant who while engaged in the service of his Master works according to the will of his Master.
By doing so, his respect multiplies, and he also enjoys double the wages. (On the other hand, if a servant, indulges in
insubordination, and) claims equality with his master, he has to bear disgrace. He loses his previous wages, and (hears
taunts from others, as if he is) receiving shoe beatings from each and every one. Therefore we should always speak well
of Him on who’s given sustenance we survive. Finally O Nanak, it is not command, which works with Him, it is
humble prayer which works with the Master.”(22)

The message of the Paurri, and preceding saloks is that we should be careful in selecting our friends, and
shouldn’t develop friendship with ignorant persons or those, who hold much higher status than us. Secondly, if
we are engaged in any kind of service or devotion of God, we should never feel self- conceited or arrogant. We
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should always remain humble, and whatever favors we need from God, we should beg from Him, with due
respect and love, and never adopt any kind of arrogant or rude attitude towards Him.

FIF?E_( HI®BT 2 I salok mehlaa 2.

289 faadt @f3 miryr 3 & utghat 1l ayh kinayhee daat aapas tay jo paa-ee-ai.

¥aT 8oy SGGSP-475

376 AT &9HT3 ATfag 38 A fHS naul naanak saa karmaat saahib tuthai jo milai. ||1||
HI®BT 2 I mehlaa 2.

87 fasdt graat faz 3€ wAn & AfeE 1 ayh kinayhee chaakree jit bha-o khasam na jaa-ay.
55% AT arett fa A3t wAH AWt 1211 naanak sayvak kaadhee-ai je saytee khasam samaa-ay. |]2||
ugst pa-orhee.

S5 M3 & ,—.[TU?E'} gfg 3T & yrgreETg | naanak ant na jaapn'ee har taa kay paaraavaar.
mfy a97@ AHst fefe wrfu a9m@ Hra I aap karaa-ay saakh-tee fir aap karaa-ay maar.
feag™ awt #atahar fefa g9t wzfo farbura 1 ikn'aa galee janjeeree-aa ik turee charheh bisee-aar.
nfy 372 &3 wrfy 9€ & fAG a3t yas i aap karaa-ay karay aap ha-o kai si-o karee pukaar.

sox a9z’ fafs otmr fefs f3m ot &@=t A™@  naanak karnaa jin kee-aa fir tis hee karnee saar. ||23||
221

Shalok Mohalla 2

In the previous Paurri, Guru Ji advised us that we should always remain humble, and whatever favors we need from
God, we should beg from Him, with due respect and love, and never adopt any kind of arrogant or rude attitude towards
Him. Guru Ji now tells us that what is really God's grace, because he has already made it clear that it is by God's grace
that we can meet or unite with God. So he wants us to understand clearly what that grace is?

He says: “What sort of grace is that, which we obtain by dint of our own hard work or efforts? O’ Nanak, the real grace
is that which we obtain, when (God), our Master becoming pleased, (bestows upon us).”(1)

Mohalla-2

In this Salok, Guru Ji describes the high spiritual state, which a true servant or devotee of God reaches, when after
continuous service and devotion to His Master, with due love and fear, he becomes so immersed in his Master, that one
day he becomes one with Him, just as 2nd Guru Angad Dev Ji, who served his Master Guru Nanak so much so that
ultimately his Master took him into his embrace, and made him the next Guru). That is the sign of reaching the state of
true service, and if a servant or devotee has not yet reached that state, in Guru Ji’s view that is not yet true service.
Therefore, he says: “What sort of that service is, if the fear of the Master doesn’t go (out of our mind)? O’ Nanak, he
alone is called a (true) servant, who so merges in the (service of his) Master (that he becomes one with Him).”(2)

Paurri

While talking about the servants, and masters, naturally a question arises, why some are masters, and why some are
servants? Referring to this question, Guru Ji frankly acknowledges, that we cannot understand the limit of God’s
creation, or His ways. Therefore, he says: “ O’ Nanak, there is no limit or end to God's this or that side. He Himself
creates the universe and everything, and then He Himself destroys it. (It is in His will that some are working like bonded
slaves, as if they) are having chains around their necks, while some (are so extremely rich, that they) are riding fast
horses, (enjoying most luxurious cars and mansions. It is God), who Himself does and gets done (all these shows of
wealth and poverty, or good and bad things, and I don’t know), before whom, I could go and complain (against this
situation? However) Nanak (knows this thing, that) who has created (this world), He is going to take care of it also.”(23)
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The message of this Paurri and preceding saloks is that we should accept, and realize that God is the supreme
creator and Master, and He does whatever pleases Him. Instead of arguing with Him or griping about any thing,
we should try to serve, remember and praise that God, with so much love and devotion, that one day becoming
pleased, He unites us with Him, and we enjoy the eternal bliss of His union.

ABI Hs Q Il salok mehlaa 1.

w33 ArfAnis WG yaz afe 1 aapay bhaa"day saaji-an aapay pooran day-ay.
feaat vu AHTEM fefg g® gafg I3 I ikn''ee duDh samaa-ee-ai ik chul"ai rehni" charhay.
fefa fsa®t 8 mefq fefa Qufs gafs w3 ik nihaalee pai savni" ik upar rahan kharhay.

fag® Aed aaar fag a€ sefg a3 nan tin"aa savaaray naankaa jin" ka-o nadar karay. ||1||
HI®BT 2 I mehlaa 2.

W0 AR &9 Wiy AET g 98 witfu 1 aapay saajay karay aap jaa-ee bhe rakhai aap.

fsg fefg &3 Qurfe & @8 grfu €urfu 1 tis vich jant upaa-ay kai daykhai thaap uthaap.

farn & adta svaar Ag fag wmd wrfy N2 kis no kahee-ai naankaa sabh kichh aapay aap. |]2||
u@st pa-orhee.

TS T fSmrEtyT ﬁ(ﬁ: JdJST AJIE & arfe vaday kee-aa vadi-aa-ee-aa kichh kahnaa kahan na jaa-ay.
A 337 greq 9ty @ #@hor faag Harfa i so kartaa kaadar kareem day jee-aa rijak sambaahi.
ATEY &TF IHTE ST gf‘a 25t fF8 urfe saa-ee kaar kamaavnee Dhur chhodee tinnai paa-ay.
3T BT gradt 99 g?—ﬁ' Tt Arfe 1 naanak aykee baahree hor doojee naahee jaa-ay.

A a3 fa fsA sarfe n28uan Ay so karay je tisai rajaa-ay. ||24/|1|| suDhu

Shalok Mohalla-1

Guru Ji concluded the last Paurri, with the remarks, that “in His will, some are working like bonded slaves, as if they are
having chains around their necks, while some are so extremely rich, that they are riding fast horses. It is God), who
Himself does and gets done all these shows of wealth and poverty, or good and bad things, and I don’t know), before
whom, I could go and complain, against this situation? However, Nanak knows this thing that, He, who has created this
world, is going to take care of it also?

In this last Paurri of “Asa Di Vaar” Guru Ji continues the thought of the previous Paurri, and says: “It is God who
fashions these (body) vessels and it is He who brings them to perfection. (In the destinies of some, He writes all
comforts, while others are doomed to continuously suffer in pain and poverty, as if) in some He puts milk and others
remain always on the stove. Some (fortunate ones) sleep in cozy quilts, while others keep standing beside (them as their
guards). But O’ Nanak, God embellishes (the life of only those), on whom He casts His glance of grace.”(1)

Mohalla-2

As concluded in the previous Paurri, Guru Ji reiterates: “It is God, who Himself creates (the universe), and takes care of
His creation. Having created the beings therein, He Himself establishes, and destroys, (His creation). O Nanak, to whom
could we say, (anything about this, when) He Himself is (the cause and doer of) everything?”(2)

Paurri

In conclusion of this Paurri, and the entire “Asa Di Vaar”, Guru Ji says: “Nothing can be said about the greatness of the
great (God). That merciful Creator, and Master of creation, gives sustenance to all the beings. (All the creatures) have to
do that task, which He has prescribed (in their destinies), from the very beginning. O’ Nanak, except the one (God),
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there is no other place (for the creatures to go for support, and we have to remember, that He only) does, what He

wills.”(24-1-Corrected)

As per Dr. Bhai Sahib Ji the main message of the epic of “Asa Di Vaar” is that: “God has created the human
being to meditate on His Name, but instead of doing that, they remain busy in amassing, and enjoying
wealth and unnecessarily wasting their lives. However, the person upon whom God shows mercy, him He
unites with the Guru. Then such a person receives the gift of Name, his life conduct becomes pure and
immaculate and he understands that to be proud of worldly wealth or power is of no use. He considers
God as his one and only support. So he starts remembering, and serving Him with so much love and

devotion, that one day, He becomes one with God.

@ Afss™ 93T yIy fogs€ fsgdg was
H3fs magst AT gayntfe

I WTAT FTET FA3T AT I
agta #1€ s™va€ w8 sfewm A€
AT At IEtT 78

I9 g9= BTfar I fasesT ye3 g A@ utfenr
aes afa Aa Qud fasR xgg Hfg mwsfenr
fnan

8T ggg efewr ¥ife wafa seg fAg 3 dus 32
I

A6H HI® TY 3 &9H HY A AaH 3 2 N4l
II€ 1l

HrfeniT eTH du 59t @73 w3 HE Hfs & B3 1l
nryr yg fegarz & difqur fes fafa »wifs@ & ga
21

adt 5 Qua Qut ATE gTE mgte fagET 1
€% wnAz &t He gfa s™HY 3€ Aer AofA fee Ster
(E]l

fag yfafdg fadg af fust 3 €va g3 faammsr
ag AT AT AT gH I 38 Ha Ffs AHTST
nsnai

ik-o"kaar satnaam kartaa purakh nirbha-o nirvair
akaal moorat ajoonee saibha" gurparsaad.

raag aasaa banee bhagtaa kee.

kabeer jee-o naamday-o jee-o ravidaas jee-o.
aasaa saree kabeer jee-o.

gur charan laag ham binvataa poochhat kah jee-o paa-i-aa.
kavan kaaj jag upjai binsai kahhu mohi samjhaa-i-aa. ||1||
dayv karahu da-i-aa mohi maarag laavhu jit bhai banDhan
tootai.

janam maran dukh fayrh karam sukh jee-a janam tay
chhootai. ||1|| rahaa-o.

maa-i-aa faas banDh nahee faarai ar man sunn na lookay.
aapaa pad nirbaan na cheen'li-aa in biDh abhi-o na
chookay. ||2||

kahee na upjai upjee jaanai bhaav abhaav bihoonaa.

udai asat kee man buDh naasee ta-o sadaa sahj liv leenaa.
11311

Ji-o partibimb bimb ka-o milee hai udak kumbh bigraanaa.
kaho kabeer aisaa gun bharam bhaagaa ta-o man sunn
samaanaa’ . [|4]|1]]

Rag Asa Baani Bhagtaan Ki

Kabir Jeo, Nam Deo jeo, Ravi Das Jeo

It is the beauty of the Sikh scriptures that it not only contains the Shabads (or hymns) uttered by the Sikh Gurus, but it
also includes many hymns composed by the devotees of God from other faiths as well. Kabir Ji who was perhaps a
Hindu orphan boy but was taken care of by some Muslim parents uttered this particular Shabad, which describes some
questions asked by him from his Guru, and the answers provided by the latter.

Kabir Ji says: “Bowing to the feet of the Guru, I humbly ask him, why the creature was created at all? For what purpose,
the world was created, and then destroyed? Please make me understand this mystery?”(1)

Addressing his Guru again, Kabir Ji says: “O' my (Guru) God, have mercy on me and put me on the (right) path, so that
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my fear (of death), and bonds (of worldly attachment) are broken, and I am liberated from the pains of births and deaths,
due to the bad deeds, or comforts due to good deeds.”’(1-Pause)

SGGSP-475

His Guru answers: “(Unless and until) one tears off the bonds of worldly attachments, his mind doesn’t take refuge in
the absolute (God). Till, one doesn’t realize one’s desire less true state, in such ways, one’s (spiritual) emptiness doesn’t
end.”(2)

His Guru further tells him: “(Such is the state of an ordinary human being, that the thing, which) is never born, he thinks
it to be born, and he remains without knowledge and ignorance (or the sense of discrimination between good and bad).
It is only, when the intellect of his mind, regarding day and night (or birth and death) departs, then he always remains
absorbed in a state of equipoise, (attuned to God).”(3)

Kabir Ji concludes the Shabad, by stating what kind of effect the Guru’s guidance had on him. He says: “Just as upon
breaking of a pitcher of water, the reflection (of any thing in it), gets absorbed in that thing itself, (and it loses its
separate identity), Kabir says, similarly my habit of doubt has fled away, and my mind has got absorbed in the absolute
(God).”(4-1)

The message of this Shabad is that until we understand, that this world is a mere illusion, and in reality
nothing is being created or destroyed, our worldly bonds, and rounds of birth and death, won’t end. Only
when, we seek the guidance of the Guru, and understand such things, that our doubts and ignorance
would end, and then we would be merged in the meditation of God’s Name, and would become one with
the absolute (God).

UaT 80¢€ SGGSP-476
MTHT I aasaa.
7 A 3 3 a3t 593 utfefs 3o gaj saadhay tai tai Dhotee-aa tihray paa-in tag.
aAw fAgT AUHTEDT 52 gfg f539 | galee jin"aa japmaalee-aa lotay hath nibag.
&fe afs & H3 5 virdtifg grsmafa & aar nan o-ay har kay sant na aakhee-ahi baanaaras kay thag. ||1||
MR H3 5 11 a8 gefg I aisay sant na mo ka-o bhaaveh.
37T fAG UsT arearefy nan o€ 1 daalaa si-o gaydaa gatkaavahi. ||1|| rahaa-o.
a'As HifA g9l Qufs amst dfe awrefa Eaas?;lhmali; Zhsraa;.eg OOparhkaalL—hee Dho-ay jalaaveh.
gnur 4fe aafe efe g& A wrEm wefa 121 ki‘ls“—;‘anz—”"— e e e

- - == khaaveh.
€fe uryt mer feafo mustdt Hyg wugA Fgrefg o-ay paapee sadaa fireh apraaDhee mukhahu apras
0 kahaaveh.

sadaa sadaa fireh abhimaanee sagal kutamb dubaaveh. ||3||
AeT AeT feafa mifsHTst Aars ada sarefa 13 jit ko laa-i-aa tit hee laagaa taisay karam kamaavai.
faz & sfenr f33 ot ®rar 38 agH aH™@ |1I kaho kabeer jis satgur bhaytai punrap janam na aavai.
gg aHts fAam Afsarg 32 ysafu asfu & w2 412
ngnu
Aasa

In the previous Shabad, Kabir Ji told us that until we understand, that this world is a mere illusion, and in reality nothing
is being created or destroyed, our worldly bonds, and rounds of birth and death, won’t end. Only when, we seek the
guidance of the Guru, and understand such things, that our doubts and ignorance would end; then we would be merged
in the meditation of God’s Name, and would become one with the absolute (God). However, in this Shabad, Kabir Ji is
warning us against those hypocrites who dress and pose like saints but in reality are cheats out there ready to rob us of
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our money, our belongings, and even our life.

Particularly commenting on the con artists of those days, who used to roam around sacred places, such as “Banaras” (or
Kashi), dressed as holy “Brahmins”, Kabir Ji says: “These people may be wearing three and a half yard long loin
clothes, triple threaded (Juneau’s), around their necks, rosaries around their necks, and shining white jugs in their hands,
(in my dictionary, they are not called) the saints of God, (because in reality they are) the cheats of “Banaras”, (the
holiest Hindu city in India).”(1)

Regarding such fake saints, Kabir Ji says: “Such (hypocrite) saints are not at all pleasing to me, (who rob their victims,
so thoroughly, as if) along with a branch, they gulp down, the entire tree.”(1-Pause)

Commenting further on their outer shows of piety and holiness, Kabir Ji says: “(To show other people, how holy and
pure, they are, they dig earth, and make two hearths; after thoroughly scrubbing their cooking pots, they place these on
their hearths, and then they would even wash the sticks, before they would light them and place under the pots. (But in
their real life, they are such cruel and heartless thieves, that they would not only rob their victims of all their money,
jewelry, and other valuables, but often would kill them and dispose off their dead bodies in such ways, as if, they have)
devoured the entire human bodies.”(2)

Describing, the conduct of such swindlers, and their end fate, Kabir Ji says: “Such sinners always keep roaming around
(looking for more such innocent victims, but they try, that in the eyes of the people, they are considered so sacred, that
they are) called those saints, who don’t even touch (the worldly wealth or valuables). These arrogant people always
keep roaming around, in their arrogance, (with the result, that not only themselves, but also) drown their entire lincage
(in this life of sin).”(3)

SGGSP-476

But Kabir Ji being a true saint, shows compassion, acknowledging the root cause, behind people’s conduct, says:
“(These people are also in a way helpless, because, in) whatever profession, (a person has been yoked by God), he is
engaged in that profession, and he does the deeds accordingly. But Kabir says, the person, who meets the (true) saint
Guru, (following his advice, he meditates on God, so sincerely that), he doesn’t go through birth (or death) again.”(4-2)

The message of this Shabad is that although there are many thugs and cheats roaming around in this
world in the guise of holy persons or saints, yet we should not waste our time in passing judgment on
others, instead we should concentrate on and follow the advice of the true Guru (Granth Sahib Ji), and
meditate on God’s Name, with true devotion, so that we may be emancipated from the circle of births and
deaths.

PITHT |l

grfy fes™AT A3 g7

RA AY™ST Uiy nify3z <tgT

fag au a€ fa€ wag ferat i
Tt aIfemT & gTaT gTat nan

HET HIT HTET I8 waT FuTET I
yfga€ a3t warst s & u™sT 1A IT€
afs fag gt fafs I€ arfenr
UaT 3 HIT Hq garfenr |

vg Hrfg urer 3fs €15

afg fAanafs A" Hg 33 8 121
fusr gur3 =3 diATEY

fag fuzr ufg a€ fa€ afg aret
Af3AT fHd 3 Hraq feurfemr |
A3 fust A3 Hfs gfEmT 13

Daljit Singh Jawa

aasaa.

baap dilaasaa mayro keen'aa.

sayj sukhaalee mukh amrit deen'laa.

tis baap ka-o ki-o manhu visaaree.

aagai ga-i-aa na baajee haaree. ||1|

mu-ee mayree maa-ee ha-o kharaa sukhaalaa.
pahira-o nahee daglee lagai na paalaa. ||1|| rahaa-o.
bal tis baapai jin ha-o jaa-i-aa.

panchaa tay mayraa sang chukaa-i-aa.

panch maar paavaa tal deenay.

har simran mayraa man tan bheenay. ||2||
pitaa hamaaro vad gosaa-ee.

tis pitaa peh ha-o ki-o kar jaa-ee.

satgur milay ta maarag dikhaa-i-aa.

jagat pitaa mayrai man bhaa-i-aa. ||3||
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oS u3 337 3 Y HTT || ha-o poot tayraa too' baap mayraa.

8a& 3Tg9 ¥IT AT || aykai thaahar duhaa basayraa.

g dte Afs 83 ngb{T ] kaho kabeer jan ayko boojhi-aa.

a3 yArfe R Ag fag Ef‘ng BT EL gur parsaad mai sabh kichh soojhi-aa. ||4||3]]
Aasa

In the previous Shabad, Guru Ji advised us that although there are many thugs and cheats roaming around in this world
in the guise of holy persons or saints, yet we should not waste our time in passing judgment on others, instead we
should concentrate on and follow the advice of the true Guru and meditate on God’s Name, with true devotion, so that
we may be emancipated from the circle of births and deaths. In this Shabad, Kabir Ji is sharing with us, what kind of
blessings, he received from God, whom he now calls his Father, who helped him reach Him, and what kind of
difficulties he used to experience, before reaching his Father, and what is his present state of mind.

First of all sharing with us, what kind of consolations, and blessings he received from God his father, Kabir Ji says: “My
Father has consoled (my mind. For my meditation), He has put, the nectar (like mantra of) Name in my mouth, (as a
result of which, my mind has become like a) cozy bed. Therefore, how could I ever forsake, such a Father from my
mind, (by whose blessings), I am not going to lose the game (of life).”(1)

Next, in a beautiful metaphor of comparing Maya (the attachment of worldly riches and power), to his unwanted
mother, Kabir Ji says: “(I am now so free from the problems and fears of worldly attachments, as if Maya, whom I used
to love like) my mother has died, (and instead of being in trouble on account of her death), I am truly at ease. (Not only
that, I am no longer in fear, that I would have to take human birth again, as if), I don’t need to wear any cotton filled
jacket, because I no longer feel any cold.”(1-Pause)

Expressing his gratitude to his father (like God), for his new gained moral strength, Kabir Ji says: “I am a sacrifice to
my Father, who gave me birth (as a human being), and liberated me from the company of the five (evil impulses of lust,
greed, anger, attachment, and ego). After subduing these five (passions. I have so controlled these five passions, as if),
defeating these five, I have put them under my feet, and now my body and mind are immersed in God’s meditation.”(2)

Now relating the story of his first getting re- united with his father God, Kabir Ji says: “(When I realized, that God) my
father, is the great Master of the earth, (I wondered), how could I reach Him. But, when I met the true Guru, he showed
me the way. (Following his guidance, I reached Him, and when I saw Him), that Master of the universe, sounded very
pleasing to my mind.”(3)

Kabir Ji concludes, the Shabad, by sharing with us his loving dialogue with God, and a general comment for our
guidance. He tells: “(I said to Him, O God), I am Your son, and You are my father. Both of us live at the same place (in
my heart). Kabir says, that the devotee has realized that there is only one (God), and by Guru’s grace, | have (now)
understood everything.”(4-3)

The message of this Shabad is that if we want to free ourselves from the evil impulses of lust, anger, and greed
etc. and liberate ourselves from the worldly pains and sufferings, we should seek the guidance of the true Guru,
who will teach us how to get united with our true Father, (residing within our own body), and then we will enjoy
a supreme state of peace and bliss.

SGGSP-476

WTHT || aasaa.

feaz usfg sfs €gaz agaz feaz u3fg 3fg ikat patar bhar urkat kurkat ikat patar bhar paanee.
uTat i aas paas panch jogee-aa baithay beech nakat day raanee.
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wfR utfA ¥ Aatmr 88 #ife saz @ It nau Il

naktee ko thangan baadaa doo™.
532t & aaE ST F kineh bibaykee kaatee too". ||1|| rahaa-o.
fasfa fadat a2t g nan g€ sagal maahi naktee kaa vaasaa sagal maar a-uhayree.
A% HTfg st & AT At HTfg m@3dt I sagli-aa kee ha-o bahin bhaanjee jineh baree tis chayree.
Aarf&mT &t o€ afos oAt fAsfo adt fam It |2
n21 hamro bhartaa bado bibaykee aapay sant kahaavai.

oh hamaarai maathai kaa-im a-or hamrai nikat na aavai.
IHT I93T g3 fadat w0 A3 &9 I 13]]
69 o3 HB ofeH w83 THT fsafe & mr@ naakahu kaatee kaanahu kaatee kaat koot kai daaree.
Il 3- Il B T kaho kabeer santan kee bairan teen lok kee pi-aaree. ||4|/4||

a™ag aret aeg aret arfe gfe & stat
&g gt A3 &t 89fs s da o fumrdt
ngugi

Aasa

In the lines preceding pause, in the previous Shabad, Kabir Ji compared Maya, the attachment for worldly riches and
power to an un wanted mother, on whose death, or separation from whom, he felt much at ease, and free from many
fears and problems of the world. In this Shabad Kabir Ji is using another beautiful metaphor to explain, how Maya looks
so very attractive and alluring to ordinary people, but the saints of God, consider her as their enemy number one, and
don’t let it afflict them at all.

Imagining all the flesh, bones and blood as one part of the human body as one pot, and mind as another pot, Kabir Ji
says: “In one pot is meat of animals and chicken, the other pot (or mind) is full of water, (or thoughts and counter
thoughts regarding different worldly problems). Nearby are sitting five yogis (the five impulses of lust, anger, greed,
attachment, and ego), in the midst of which is sitting (Maya, like a) shameless queen.”(1)

Addressing this Maya, Kabir Ji says: “O shameless woman, (no doubt, you are having your evil influence all over the
world, as if) your horn is blowing all over. But there are some awakened persons also, who have completely rejected
you.”(1-Pause)

As if, responding to Kabir Ji’s comment, and as if proposing him to marry her, Maya replies and says: “All are under
my influence, whom you call the shameless one. (Like a hunter), killing (the spiritual life of) all my victims, I look at
them carefully. I am (loved by all like) their sister or niece, but I am a slave to that person, who has (so overpowered me
as if he has) wed me.”(2)

As if, rejecting her marriage proposal, Kabir Ji tells her: “(O’ woman, I am already married), and my groom (God) is
profoundly wise, He Himself is known as a saint. He is still alive, and is present like a crown over my forehead,
therefore no one dare come near me (and try to allure me away from Him).”(3)

Kabir Ji concludes this Shabad, by commenting, how firmly he and other saintly people have rejected the influence of
Maya. He says: “I have (so thoroughly rejected and cast away the influence of worldly riches and power, as if I have)
chopped off her nose, chopped of her ears, and after cutting her into many pieces like that, I have thrown her out (of the
house of my heart). Therefore, Kabir says, (Maya) may be the beloved of all the three worlds, but for the saints, she is
their enemy.”(4-4)

The message of this Shabad is that, no doubt allurement of Maya (or worldly riches and power), has its evil
influence on all human beings, and it is very difficult to escape its attraction, but we have to remember, it is this
race after Maya, which leads us into many evil deeds, and keeps us from remembering our true groom (God).
Therefore, while doing our duty to take care of our family, we should not allow Maya to so overpower our mind,
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that it makes us forget even God. Instead, while living a family life, and providing for it, our main focus should
be meditating on God’s Name.

SGGSP-476

WTHT I aasaa.

Aat a3t syt AfsmrAt gg stew FHET I jogee jatee tapee sani-aasee baho tirath bharmanaa.
a3 WAz Hfs AcTa »ifs 3@ HIGT ]l lu"jit mu™jit mon jataaDhar ant ta-0o marnaa. ||1|
37 3 ASHB IHET I taa tay sayvee-alay raamnaa.

IAGT IH &'H a3 AT & g7 &3 AWGT ANl IT'€  rasnaa raam naam hit jaa kai kahaa karai jamnaa. ||1||

I rahaa-o.
aagam nirgam jotik jaaneh baho baho bi-aakarnaa.
wrarH fagarH Afsa avafa gg ag famraast 1

. SGGSP-477
yasT 829 )

tant mantar sabh a-ukhaDh jaaneh ant ta-oo marnaa. ||2||
33 ﬁs: A MQHU asfa nifs 3@ HI&T N2 raaj bhog ar chhatar singhaasan baho sundar ramnaa.
I a1 mig 23 fHwmAs ag Aefs awsT paan kapoor subaasak chandan ant ta-0oo marnaa. ||3]|
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Aasa

In the previous Shabad, Guru Ji advised us, that while doing our duty to take care of our family, we should not allow
Maya to so overpower our mind, that it makes us forget even God. Instead, while living a family life, and providing for
it, our main focus should be meditating on God’s Name. In this Shabad, Kabir Ji draws our attention to another
obsession of many people, who apparently, may not be interested in worldly riches and power, but are making all kinds
of efforts, and trying their level best that they should never die. But, Kabir Ji wants to point out, that no matter, what all
these people may do, they all will have to die one day, and not only that, they would keep going through these pains of
birth and death again and again. Therefore, he suggests, a way following which, we can end this circle of birth and death
forever.

First commenting on the fate of recluses, yogis, and other similar mendicants, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friends, all the)
yogis, celibates, penitents, recluses, frequent visitors of pilgrimage places, recluses with cropped hair, wearers of loin
cloth made of hemp, silent sages, and wearers of long matted hair, have to die in the end.”(1)

Therefore Kabir Ji advises us all and says: “(O my friends, the best thing is that) we should meditate on God’s Name.
Because, he in whose heart is the love of God, and who with his tongue, meditates on God’s Name, (no longer goes
through the rounds of birth and death, so even) the demon of death cannot do anything (to such a person).”(1-Pause)

Now, commenting on the fate of those, who read and expound on “Vedas” (and other such holy books), or know
astrology, and many kinds of charms and mantras, Kabir Ji says: “ Even those, who know “Vedas”, “Shastras”,
“Astrology”’, and many grammars, or those, who know all kinds of charms, mantras, and herbal concoctions, have to die
in the end.”(2)

Next commenting on the end results of all the so called rich and powerful people including kings, who embellish their
bodies with all kinds of costly clothes, and precious perfumes, Kabir Ji says: “(Even those, who are) enjoying
kingdoms, wearing crowns, sit on a thrones, enjoy the company of many beautiful women, who chew betel leaves,
apply fragrant scents of “Chandan” (or sandal), have to die in the end.”(3)
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In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “I have searched through all the “Vedas, “Puranaas” and “Simrities”, (and have
concluded), that none of them can save (us from the rounds of birth and death). Therefore, Kabir says, that I (only)
meditate on God’s (Name, which alone), can erase (the continuous cycle of) birth and death.”(4-5)

The message of this Shabad is that neither by enjoying all kinds of riches and power, nor by reading or
expounding any kinds of religious books, and nor by any kind of astrological, or medical knowledge we can end
our rounds of births and deaths. It is only by meditating on God’s Name alone, that we can end this vicious cycle.

SGGSP-477
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Aasa

In the previous Shabad, Kabir Ji advised us that neither by enjoying all kinds of riches and power, nor by reading or
expounding on any kinds of religious books, and nor by any astrological, or medical knowledge we can end our rounds
of births and deaths. It is only by meditating on God’s Name alone, that we can end this vicious cycle. In this

Shabad, which outwardly seems to be a marriage party celebration, in which different animals are playing different parts
including playing on instruments, singing, dancing, and reception of the marriage party, Kabir Ji indirectly describes the
complete turning around of his mind from all kind of evil and sinful tendencies to virtuous, and saintly habits, as a result
of which his mind is feeling immense pleasure, as if it is enjoying its marriage, and all other inner faculties are also
joining in this celebration.

Using the above indirect metaphor in the background, Kabir Ji says: “(My mind which used to be arrogant like) the
elephant has become like a rebock player (singing praises of God. After joining the holy congregation, from a stubborn)
bull, it has become like a base player, (and instead of going after the filth of slander and useless prattle, like a) crow, it
is playing cymbals (in the holy congregation. Instead of its previous foolish donkey like habits, is now so absorbed in
singing God’s praises, as if) wearing a special gown, it is dancing (in God’s love, and its buffalo like habit of revenge
has also gone, and now) is singing like devotee.”(1)

So expressing his thanks to God, for making possible, the impossible, Kabir Ji says: “O’ God the king, (You have
brought so many seemingly impossible changes in my mind, and turned so many of its faults into virtues, as if You
have) cooked tasty fried patties out of the fruits of “Akk” (a small Indian plant, which yields very bitter mango like
fruit). But only some knowledgeable persons have eaten these, (and enjoyed the blessings of meditating on God’s
Name).”(1-Pause)

Continuing to describe the changes in the animal like habits of the mind, Kabir Ji says: “(My mind, which used to be
cruel like a), lion (has now become so hospitable, as if), it now prepares betel leaves (for the guests, and instead of
running after, its worldly desires, like a big rat, now) it is bringing and serving those leaves to the guests. All my
faculties are so satiated, as if in every house, the rat like mind is singing (praises of God), and instead of hiding like a
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turtle, it is now blowing horns (in praise of God).”(2)

Now Kabir Ji uses another metaphor to describe these wonderful positive changes in the mind. He says: “(O God, by
Your grace, my mind has so changed, as if the) son of the sterile mother (Maya) has set out to marry (the immaculate
intellect, and there is such an atmosphere of joy, as if for its welcome), canopies of gold have been put up. (The mind
has now obtained divine wisdom, as if, it has) married a very beautiful bride, and now (the mind which, was timid) like
a hare, is now singing songs in praise of lion (like fearless God).”(3)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “Listen O’ saints, (my mind has now become so humble, as if) an ant has eaten a
mountain). Now my turtle (like mind, which previously wanted to hide itself in water, now) is looking for some warmth
(of holy congregation also, and the evil seeking tendency of the mind is now reciting the loving word (of the Guru).”(4-
6)

The message of the Shabad is that if God shows His grace upon any body, his mind, which may be previously
foolish, stubborn and has dreadful habits like those of many animals, completely turns a corner, and starts to
change its whole attitude, and his intellect becomes immaculate, wise and holy. He starts singing God’s praise,
and all his sense organs also are in tune with this divine song, as if they are in a marriage party.

SGGSP-477
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Aasa

Just as Guru Nanak Dev Ji, had a long discussion with yogis (in Sidh Goasht), and told them what was true Yoga,
similarly it appears, Kabir Ji had a discussion with a yogi of “Gorakh Nath” cult, the members of which keep roaming
around begging for food and clothes, wearing a mendicant jacket, with a bag full of ashes, and other such symbols, and
consider them as a very superior kind of yogi. In this discussion, Kabir Ji tells, who in his view is the highest kind of

yogi.

He says: “(O my friend, in my view), that person is a the highest yogi in the world, who considers his body, which is
supported by seventy two (main arteries), as his wallet (for keeping the holy ashes of God’s Name), and considers, that
there is only one door of the brain in this body, through which one can go and meet God residing in it, and who instead
of roaming around the regions of the earth, begs for the food of Name, in this body of nine main joints.”(1)

Describing the kind of spiritual heights attained by such a yogi, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friend), such a yogi obtains all the
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nine treasures (of happiness), and liberating his soul (from the worldly entanglements), he uplifts to (his tenth gate or
the entrance to) God’s abode.”(1-Pause)

Now referring to the other yogic garbs and symbols, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friend, a true yogi) makes divine knowledge
as his mendicant coat, meditation his needle, and repeated reflection on the Word (or Guru’s advice) as the thread, and
(controlling his five sense organs of speech, sight, smell, taste, and touch, as if) making the deer skin of five elements,
(as his sitting cushion), he follows the path shown by his Guru.”(2)

Continuing to describe the ways of a true yogi, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friend, a true yogi), should consider compassion
as his rake, his body as the fireplace, and he should burn in it such a fire, so that he looks upon all with the same one
view of equality. He then imbues himself with the love of that (God), in his mind, and in this way always remains in a
state of meditation (upon God).”(3)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friend), the essense of all Yoga is (to meditate on) the Name of God, to whom
belongs all our body and soul. Kabir says if God shows His mercy (on some one), He blesses him with the everlasting
mark (of His Name).”(4-7)

The message of the Shabad is that true yoga (or union), with God is not obtained by superficial outer garbs,
rituals, or practices; it is obtained only when following Guru’s advice, we develop true divinely qualities (such as
truth, compassion, and continence) in our daily conduct, and meditate on God with true love and devotion, and
God ultimately shows His grace upon us and blesses us with the mark of His Name.
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Aasa

As per Dr. Bh. Vir Singh Ji this Shabad, appears to be uttered by Kabir Ji in response to the criticism of some (Muslim
priest or) gazi, for following a Hindu Guru, even when he was considered a Muslim, in his social circles. That “gazi”
started lecturing him about the superiority of Muslims over Hindus, and also started telling him, how some of the
Muslim ways of life. In this Shabad, Kabir Ji responds to such lectures from the qazi, particularly regarding the item of

circumcision.
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So addressing that “gazi”, Kabir Ji says: “O argumentative ( “qazi”), objectively reflect in your heart, and tell from
where have the Hindus and Muslims come? Who has started these (different) ways, and who has established (this
system of) heaven and hell, (and laid out that only Muslims could go to heaven, and all Hindus must go to hell)?”(1)

Further questioning, Qazi’s religious scholar ship, and pointing out to him, how fanatics like him suffer ultimately,
Kabir Ji says: (“O’ “qazi”), which Semitic books, you are quoting (which says such fanatic things)? All such (persons,
who) read and listen to such fanatic things are wasted away; none of them have understood the truth.”(1-Pause)

Telling the “gazi” in plain words, that he is not going to be convinced by his false or wrongly interpreted references to
the Semitic books, regarding the compulsion of circumcision for a Muslim, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friend, this) is only
for the sake of love for one’s wife, that we do the circumcision. I won’t be convinced, at all, that (it is in any way
connected with God’s union). If God has to make me a Muslim, then on its own, my sex organ would be cut (and
circumcised).”(2)

Now, Kabir Ji questions, the necessity of circumcision in another way. He says: “If it is only by having circumcision
done, a man becomes a Muslim, then what are we going to do about the woman, (who being uncircumcised remains a
non- Muslim), and since one cannot abandon his other half, (so rather than becoming half Muslim), it will be better, if
we remain (full) Hindu.”(3)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji admonishes that “gazi” against all such false beliefs on the basis of which, he and many others
like him used to oppress the non —Muslims, and says: “O ignorant man, cast off such Semitic books (which give you
such false beliefs, and on the basis of which), you are committing serious oppression, and instead worship the all
pervading God. Kabir has simply grasped on to the support of that all- pervading God, and Muslims (like you), have
been consumed (by their fruitless strife).”(4-8)

The message of this Shabad is that we should not have the false notion that only those who follow our particular
faith and observe our customs and practices will go to heaven or reach God. Instead we should love all human
beings as children of the same God, and we should keep remembering Him with true love and devotion.
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Aasa

In this Shabad Kabir Ji is reminding us about our imminent death, and cautions us against being absorbed in the
attachment of our friends and relatives, and committing any sins or evil deeds on account of them.
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Comparing our body to a lamp, and life breaths as the oil, and the wick, Kabir Ji addresses us and says: “(O man, just),
as long there is oil, and the wick in the lamp, till then every thing is visible. But when, the oil gets burnt, and the wick is
extinguished, then the house becomes dark, (and lonely. Similarly, as long as there are breaths in the body, and one is
alive, everything appears to be his own to a mortal. But when one stops breathing, man’s body becomes lifeless, and
cannot see or do anything).”(1)

Referring to man’s loneliness after death, Kabir Ji advises: “(O man, after death), no body wants to keep you (in the
house) even for a moment. Therefore, meditate on that God’s Name, (which alone would go along with you).”(1-Pause)

Describing the funeral scene after death, Kabir Ji says: “When the pitcher (of life of a person) breaks down (and he dies,
immediately, there is a concern on every body’s mind to dispose off the body. Tell me, who at that time thinks about,
(such things), as whose mother, father, or spouse is this (dead body).”(2)

Commenting upon the state of the near and dear relatives, and the soul of the dead person, Kabir Ji says: “Sitting in the
porch, the mother wails, while the brothers (and other relatives and friends) take away the coffin for cremation, the wife
weeps with her disheveled hair, while the (poor) soul is going alone (into the next world).”(3)

Seeing such a heart wrenching scene which happens again and again to the human beings, Kabir Ji passionately urges:
“Kabir says, listen, O saints, regarding this dreadful (worldly ocean, which you love so much, upon death, according to
his misdeeds in life), a person is very cruelly punished by the demon of death sent by the Master of the universe.”(4-9-
two phrase stanzas)

The message of this Shabad is that, all our friends and relatives may love and care about us, as long as there is
life in the body, but as soon as we breathe our last, no one would own us, and our soul would go alone, and suffer
through the punishment for all the sins and evil deeds committed by us, for our own sake, or for our family and
friends. Therefore, instead of involving too much in the worldly affairs, and committing sins for our near and
dear ones, we should meditate on God’s Name, which alone would accompany and help us in the end.
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Aasa Siri Kabir Jeo Kaiy Chopadaiy Ikktukaiy

In the previous Shabad Kabir Ji told us that instead of involving too much in the worldly affairs, and committing sins
for our near and dear ones, we should meditate on God’s Name, which alone would accompany and help us in the end.
In this Shabad, he tells us, how slowly, steadily and lovingly; we have to meditate on God’s Name, and not to go out on
a scholarly search to find God, and His limits, or rapidly utter certain words, for this purpose.
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Regarding the efforts of those who tried to find the limits of God, Kabir Ji says: “(What to speak of others), Sanak, and
Sanand (the sons of god Brahma), could not find His end; even god Brahma himself, wasted his whole life, reading and
searched out the “Vedas”, again and again, (in search of God’s limits, but he failed).”(1)

Therefore, Kabir Ji advises us: “O my dear brothers, just as you (churn yogurt), with such a slow speed, that its essence
(or butter) may not disappear, (similarly) repeat God’s Name, with such an ease and steady pace, that you may not lose
the essence (or union with God).”(1-Pause)

Continuing to use the above analogy of churning milk, as used to be done in olden days India, Kabir Ji suggests: “Make
your body as the clay churning pot, and your mind as the churning spindle, and apply the yeast of (Guru’s) word to this
pot (of the body, so that it may help you in obtaining the essence or God’s union).”(2)

Describing the next stage in the process, Kabir Ji says: “(Listen O’ my friends), churning for the (butter) of God consists
of reflecting (about God) in one’s mind again and again. It is in this way (that a person), obtains the stream of nectar (of
God’s Name), through Guru’s grace.”(3)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “If (God), the king, shows His grace, then getting attuned to God’s Name, one swims
across (the worldly ocean), says so Kabir.”(4-1-10)

The message of this Shabad is that if we want to reach God, then instead of trying to find Him through study of
books, or searching Him in different places, we should slowly and steadily keep meditating on His Name, and
reflecting on Guru’s word in our mind; then one day by Guru’s grace we will meet Him, and swim across the
worldly ocean.
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Aasa

In many of previous Shabads, Guru Ji has been advising us to die to erase our self- conceit, and die to self, meaning that
we need to so erase and overcome our worldly desires, as if we are dead. In this Shabad Kabir Ji illustrates with a
metaphor, what this dying to self really means, and what kinds of blessings, we obtain, when we reach such a stage. In
this metaphor, he compares the body to a lamp, constant worldly desire its wick, worldly attachment as the oil, and
mind as the drummer, who used to beat the drum of envy, and jealousy.

With the above metaphor in mind, Kabir Ji says: “(Now), the wick (of my worldly desires) has gone dry, because the oil
(of worldly attachment) is finished. No longer any drum (of worldly desires) is playing, because the juggler (like mind,
is no longer) dancing (to the beat of this drum of worldly desires), and is now enjoying a sound sleep (of peace and
contentment).”(1)

Describing his present state of mind, Kabir Ji says: “(Now), the fire (of my desires) has extinguished so completely, that
there is no longer even the smoke (of worldly thoughts). Now I see the one God, and none other pervading every
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where.”(1-Pause)

Commenting on the completeness of this transformation, and why it did not happen before, Kabir Ji says: “Just as when
the string breaks, the rebock cannot emit any sound (similarly, now the chain of my worldly desires has broken, no such
thought comes to my mind, and I have realized that), it was by my own mistake, I had spoiled my own task.”(2)

Describing, the present peaceful state of his mind, and dis-interestedness in any kind of worldly debates or lectures,
Kabir Ji says: “Now when I have understood (the true purpose of human life), I have forsaken all kinds of useless talks,
gossips, preaching or arguing.”(3)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “He who smashes the five (passions of lust, anger, greed, attachment, and ego), Kabir says,
he is not far from (achieving the) supreme status (of salvation).”(4-2-11)

The message of this Shabad is that if want to obtain the supreme status (or salvation), we need to so control our
five impulses of lust, anger, and worldly attachments, as if our fire of worldly desires has been completely
extinguished, and our mind is totally disinterested in any kind of worldly attachment or ego.

SGGSP-478

MTAT I aasaa.

A3 MyIg &I3 d A3 1l sut apraaDh karat hai jaytay.

Asat 93 & afA 33 nan jannee cheet na raakhas taytay. ||1]|
IHE T g€ arfag 397 1l raam-ee-aa ha-o baarik tayraa.

ard & ¥3fA mears HIr nan Igvg€ 1 kaahay na khandas avgan mayraa. ||1|| rahaa-o.
A nifs gy a3 afg grfenr jay at karop karay kar Dhaa-i-aa.

37 3t gtz & grufe wrfenr w2 taa bhee cheet na raakhas maa-i-aa. ||2||
fe's gefs Hg ufe€ anar chint bhavan man pari-o hamaaraa.
&™H fasT @R €339fr urar 13 naam binaa kaisay utras paaraa. ||3||
efg faus Hfs Aer A9 deh bimal mat sadaa sareeraa.

AJTH ATfA I8 92 9T 1831921 sahj sahj gun ravai kabeeraa. ||4/|3]|12]|

Aasa

In this Shabad Kabir Ji is showing us, how to approach God, with sincere, and immaculate childlike love, rather than
any kind of egoistic or arrogant attitude on account of our presumed holiness or ways of works, and rituals.

So addressing God in an endearing, and affectionate manner, Kabir Ji says: “(O God, no matter, how many), misdeeds a
son may do, (his) mother doesn’t bear (grudge) in her mind.”(1)

So continuing his address, Kabir Ji says: “O my all beauteous all-pervading God, I am (also like) Your (little) son, so
why don’t you (forgive me, and) eradicate my fault?”(1-Pause)

Once again stressing upon the example of mother’s forgiving nature for her child, Kabir Ji says: “(O God), even if

becoming extremely mad, (the son) may run away (from home), still the mother, doesn’t keep (a grudge) in her
mind.”(2)

Now describing, his worry, Kabir Ji says: “(O God, due to my past mistakes), I am extremely worried, how without
(meditating) on Your Name, I would swim across (the worldly ocean)?”(3)

Therefore Kabir Ji prays to God and says: “(O God), give this body (of mine) such immaculate intellect that slowly and

Daljit Singh Jawa Page 28 Simple Gurbani




¢

SGGS 0471-0480 revl.doc

steadily, Kabir may continue singing (Your) praise forever.”(4-3-12)

The message of this Shabad is that God is very compassionate, and large hearted. Just as a mother would
not keep a grudge, even when her child has done something terribly wrong our, similarly God doesn’t keep
a grudge against us either. Only thing we need to do is to approach God like a child and pray to Him in all
humility to pardon our previous sins and to give us immaculate understanding, so that we may love and
meditate on His Name forever.

MTAT I aasaa.

IA gHTET St 3te haj hamaaree gomtee teer.

Agr gAfg UiFga yta nan jahaa baseh peetambar peer. ||1]|

grg Ty famr Hyg dr<3T 3 vaahu vaahu ki-aa khoob gaavtaa hai.

afg & s A3 Hfs 3@z 3 nan Io€ 1 har kaa naam mayrai man bhaavtaa hai. ||1|| rahaa-o.

yar 8ot SGGSP-479

&73€ ATIE aIfg ueTHL Il naarad saarad karahi khavaasee.

utfr 83t dtdt aest = T 121 paas baithee beebee kavlaa daasee. ||2]|

a6 H™®T fAgeT I I kanthay maalaa jihvaa raam.

AJA ™ 8 B € AB™ N3 sahaNs naam lai lai kara-o salaam. |3]|

93 T fm'f as a=Q Says Kabeer, I sing the Glorious Praises of God,;

f‘?:g I EQ AHSTEE 1818193 hindoo turak do-oo samjhaava-o. ||4]/4|[13]|
Aasa

In this Shabad Kabir Ji is telling us, what is the best place, or best way to go and pray to God. Most of the Muslims
believe that one should go to “Hajj” (and ivsit) Mecca, while Hindus believe, that one should visit some “Teerath” (or

EEIT

holy place) situated on sacred rivers like “Ganges”, “Yamuna”, or “Gomati”. But, Kabir Ji has quite a different idea.

He says: “My place of “Hajj” or the “Teerath” (more sacred than river) “Gomti” is (my mind itself), where abides my
Guru God of yellow robes.”(1)

Descrinbing, how much his mind enjoys singing God’s praises, Kabir Ji says: “How wonderfully and nicely my mind
sings. It appears God’s Name is very pleasing to my mind.”(1-Pause)

Now referring to prime gods and goddesses, whom many Hindus worship with great respect and zeal, Kabir Ji says:
“(What to speak of ordinary people, in that holy place of the mind, even such prime gods and goddeses like) “Narad”,
and goddess “Sharda” are doing service, and beside them is sitting the goddess “Lakshami” like a maid servant.”(2)

Regarding, his own participation in this session, Kabir Ji says: “On my neck is the rosary, on my tongue the Name of
God, and by repeating His Name thousands of times I am saluting Him.”(3)

In conclusion, he says: “(I) Kabir say, I only sing God’s praises, (and) advise both Hindus and Muslims (that the best
way to do any “Hajj” or visit a “Teerath” is to meditate on God’s Name in your mind itself).”(4-4-130)

The message of this Shabad is that for worshipping God and seeking union with Him we need not go to
any holy place of any religion. We need to simply meditate on God in our own mind and try to find Him
there.

mAT At IEte A8 & vaud ¢ g3’ u aasaa saree kabeer jee-o kay panchpaday 9 dutukay 5
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€ Afsas l{HTﬁ 1l ik-oNkaar satgur parsaad.

uytst 33 Hfsst u=st utsh A€ paatee torai maalini paatee paatee jee-o.

far urgs € utst 33 A urgs faarm€ nan jis paahan ka-o paatee torai so paahan nirjee-o. ||1]]

g?ﬁ' H®st 3 28 1l bhoolee maalnee hai ay-o.

Af3ag Ama3™ 3 @€ nan IT€ 1 satgur jaagtaa hai day-o. ||1|| rahaa-o.

JIH yr3t faAs 379t g% Aaaeg 1 barahm paatee bisan daaree fool sankarday-o.

s @< y3fy 33fg aafa far at ARG 21 teen dayv partakh toreh karahi kis kee say-o. ||2||

y™TE afe );rafg aﬁ?ﬂ' g a a3t ut paakhaan gadh kai moorat keenHee day kai chhaatee paa-

0.

7 2897 yIfs A=Y @ 3€ aZT=T 3 w€ 13 jay ayh moorat saachee hai ta-o garhHanhaaray khaa-o.
d 3 S 3

gz ufafs g BTUAT IIITT ATHT I |k|>h|z|1at pahit ar laapsee karkaraa kaasaar.

gasgsd sfamr fem yafs & wu 273 nsl bhoganhaaray bhogi-aa is moorat kay mukh chhaar. ||4|

Hf&fs g?ﬁ' AT IBHT IH IBS &I I maalin bhoolee jag bhulaanaa ham bhulaanay naahi.

&g adtg gH I7H I8 fgur afs ofe grfe kaho kabeer ham raam raakhay kirpaa kar har raa-ay.

nunanagi [ISIITI14]

Asa Sri Kabir Ji, 9 Panch Padas, 5 Do Tukaas

In the previous Shabad, Kabir Ji told us that for worshipping God and seeking union with Him we need not go to any
holy place. We need to simply meditate on God in our own mind and try to find Him there. In this Shabad he comments
on the practice of worshiping statues. He takes the example of a female gardener who is plucking some leaves from
special plants, considered holy in Hindu faith, in order to offer these to a statue of her god such as “Vishnu”,

2

“Krishna” or “Rama’.

Referring to that scene of a gardener plucking the leaves for offering to a statue, Kabir Ji says: “The gardener is
plucking these leaves from plant to plant. But, she doesn’t know that in every leaf there is life, on the other hand the
stone (statue) for which she is plucking these leaves is life-less.”(1)

Therefore Kabir Ji says: “In this way this gardener is really mistaken, because the true Guru is the living god.”(1-Pause)

Now, as if addressing the gardener herself, Kabir Ji says: “(O lady, just think, the leaves which you are plucking, being
the primary creation are like god) “Brahma”, the branches (which give nourishment to these leaves are like god)
“Vishnu”, and flowers (being the final product of these plants are like) god “Shankar”. (So in this way), you are
obviously shattering three gods, (I wonder, then) whom are you serving?”(2).

Next, Kabir Ji points out the mistake of worshiping statues from another angle. He says: “(Any body, who has observed,
how the statue is made, knows that the sculptor) had carved the stone and fashioned it into a statue by placing his feet
on his breast. If this stone were really a true god (possessing any power, then first thing it would do) is to devour the
sculptor, (for insulting and torturing him in such a way).”(3)

SGGSP-479

Kabir Ji brings out another fact about the different foods being offered to the statues and how that it self is a mistake. He
says: “(All this) rice, pulse, semi liquid sweets, pancake and pudding (offered to the stone gods) are actually being
enjoyed by the priests, and nothing goes into the mouth of the stone (god, so how could it be considered worship of any

god).”(4)

Finally, referring to the criticism of people, for not following the traditional path (of idol worship), Kabir Ji says: “This
gardener is mistaken and so is the entire world; Kabir says, bestowing His grace God the king has saved him.”(5-1-14)

The message of this Shabad is that instead of indulging any kind of statue worship, and trying to please
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different gods, by offerings flowers, sweets, and money etc. to the statues, we should worship God within
our own mind.

YMTHT I asaa.
g797 I9A TTHYUS H13 §TH g9A a8 3y & A6 | baarah baras baalpan beetay bees baras kachh tap na kee-
3tH 99A ag ¥@¢ & ydAr fefg ugssT fasfa sfeG O
nai tees baras kachh dayv na poojaa fir pachhutaanaa biraDh
bha-i-o. |[1]]
Adt ATt 33 AsH afe€ 1 mayree mayree kartay janam ga-i-o.
Afeg Afy gd gufe€ nan Ig€ saa-ir sokh bhujaN bali-o. ||1|| rahaa-o.
" Adefg ufs Tge 2 8fs gg =fg a3 1 sookay sarvar paal banDhaavai loonai khayt hath vaar
N N karai.
WG 99 3IT3T B afe8 A Iuz Harg fe3 aa-i-o chor turantah lay ga-i-o mayree raakhat mugaDh
2 T T firai. ||2]]
charan sees kar kampan laagay nainee neer asaar bahai.
995 AIH &T JUs Sd 651 613 WATT F3 | jihvaa bachan suDh nahee niksai tab ray Dharam kee aas

frger 995 AU 59t feaR 39 3 gon &t wA &8 karal 3] o _
3 har jee-o kirpaa karai liv laavai laahaa har har naam lee-o.

gur parsaadee har Dhan paa-i-o antay chaldi-aa naal chali-

afg #€ fgur a3 fs= &2 ®or ofs ofs sy &6  © |4l

" kahat kabeer sunhu ray santahu an Dhan kachhoo-ai lai na

q ga-i-o.
I3 yIRTEt Ifs ug urfe€ »i3 swfenr srfs sfeE aa-ee talab gopaal raa-ay kee maa-i-aa mandar chhod

g chali-o. [|5]12[|15]|

93 =T A5Y 3§ A3Y mg Us agm & & afel
[

mTEt 3BT duts Irfe &t Hifenr Heg 2fs afs6
BT EIEUT

Aasa

In this Shabad Kabir Ji is commenting on the general attitude of human beings who do not worship God till they are old
because, they think that only at that time they will do whatever worship they need to do. Before that, they keep on
wasting their time on other things. But the problem is that, when one gets older than sixty or so, then his faculties, his
sense organs, and his capacity to worship God also diminish very much and it is also very possible that a person might
die even before reaching the old age.

So keeping these things in mind, Kabir Ji comments on the general attitude and says: “(About first) twelve years (of a
person) pass away in child hood, and for another twenty years, he doesn’t do any kind of penance (or true worship).
Even for next thirty years, he does not do any worship of God. But when he becomes old, he repents; (because now he
has become so weak, and distressed by so many mental and physical ailments, that he cannot do any real worship, and
have any hope of salvation).”(1)

Therefore Kabir Ji observes: “(In this way a man’s entire) life passes in egoistic pursuits, like a dried out pool, (his body
loses its strength), and the power of his arms is gone. (So now the man is unable to do any worship, even if he wants to
do).”(1-Pause)

Regarding man’s efforts to worship God, during old age, Kabir Ji says: “(At this old age trying to do any worship is like
a person) putting a dam across a dried up lake, or erecting a fence around a farm, already harvested. (Because when
without any notice, death) strikes like a thief, right then it takes away (life), which the foolish (human being), tries so
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hard to preserve as his own.”(2)

Next Kabir Ji asks in a satirical way: “(O’ ignorant fool), when your feet, head, and hands begin to tremble, water is
flowing from the eyes on its own, and no word comes out right from the tongue, at that time you hope to practice faith

(worship)?”(3)

SGGSP-479

Now stating, who are the fortunate persons, who do not follow this foolish path, and start doing the right things, and
devoting themselves to God’s worship from the very beginning, Kabir Ji says: “He, on whom God shows mercy, attunes
his mind towards Him, and obtains the profit of (meditation on) God’s Name. By Guru’s grace, he obtains the wealth of
God’s Name, which accompanies him on his journey (to the yond), at the end (of his life).”(4)

Lastly Kabir Ji says: “Listen, O’ dear saints, this is what Kabir says, that (upon death) a man takes none of the food or
worldly wealth with him. When the summons from God the king arrive, (man) leaves behind all his wealth, and

palaces.”(5-2-15)

The message of this Shabad is that we should not live under the false dream that when we become old, we
will worship God and do all other good deeds at that time; so let us now spend our time in playing, or
earning and enjoying worldly wealth. We never know, when death may strike us. Therefore, the right
thing to do is that while earning reasonable living for upkeep of our family and ourselves, we should not
waste time in enjoyment of false worldly pleasures, or filling our banks, just for the sake of our ego.
Instead we should meditate on God's Name at every available opportunity, which alone will help us in the

end.

(Personal note: right now i.e. 9.7.03, author’s sister in- law is counting her last breaths, and every body is
feeling sad for her for recently spending lot of her energy, time and resources in building her marble floor house,
which she had not been able to live in more than a few months).

PITHT |l

arg €] Utz udEd arg usyw feerar Il
grg a9t diedt aTat Arg ¥TE yITaT nAal
vifggy @@ s a2 I Ha 1l

afgz afg afs #t" 3 Ha nan IgTv€ 1

gH™e Ba 7 Het gat =g fafa amat stEt
arg Hfg #3t yazros arg famrfa saret 121

AHfg ug Ius a€ Thot Hag &3 Tz AT I

3T gto
A4 & §3 H's Hfg &3 fus wfs a3 faaar naz

afs A @3 sargz AR wrfanr Hfs AY utet 1
# fag 3@ Afs afs ud gr=r Hfs =ATET 18
ad adtg A5Y I A3g AT Adt gt

fegare evfe gerar 8 afe€ 39t sraet gt
nun3na&n

aasaa.

kaahoo deenHay paat patambar kaahoo palagh nivaaraa.
kaahoo garee godree naahee kaahoo khaan paraaraa. ||1]|
ahirakh vaad na keejai ray man.

sukarit kar kar leejai ray man. ||1|| rahaa-o.

kumHaarai ayk jo maatee goonDhee baho biDh baanee
laa-ee.

kaahoo meh motee muktaahal kaahoo bi-aaDh lagaa-ee.
1121l

soomeh Dhan raakhan ka-o dee-aa mugaDh kahai Dhan
mayraa.

SGGSP-480

jam kaa dand moond meh laagai khin meh karai nibayraa.
11311

har jan ootam bhagat sadaavai aagi-aa man sukh paa-ee.
jo tis bhaavai sat kar maanai bhaanaa man vasaa-ee. ||4]|
kahai kabeer sunhu ray santahu mayree mayree jhoothee.

chirgat faar chataaraa lai ga-i-o taree taagree chhootee.
I51131116]]

Aasa
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In the previous Shabad, Kabir Sahib told us that we should not live under the false dream that when we become
old, we will worship God and do all other good deeds at that time; so let us now spend our time in playing, or
earning and enjoying worldly wealth. We never know, when death may strike us.

Therefore, he advised us, that the right thing to do is that while earning reasonable living for upkeep of our
family and ourselves, we should not waste time in enjoyment of false worldly pleasures, or filling our banks, just
for the sake of our ego. Instead we should meditate on God's Name at every available opportunity, which alone
will help us in the end. In this Shabad Kabir Ji wants give us a lesson in leading a contended and thankful life and
not troubling ourselves unnecessarily by seeing the riches of other persons.

He says: “(It is God’s will) that to some, He has given satins and silk clothes, and to some beds woven with cotton
tapes, while others do not have even a rotten patched coat, and in some houses, there is just dried hay (to sleep on).”(1)

Instead of feeling jealous seeing some one enjoying much more luxuries than us, Kabir Ji advises his own mind, and
says: O’ my mind do not indulge in jealousy or grumbling, instead what ever God gives to you, receive it with repeated
thanks.”(1-Pause)

Kabir Ji now explains, why there is so much difference in the fate of men or the wealth they possess by giving a
beautiful example. He says: “A potter takes the same clay and fashions pots and vessels of different colors and kinds. It
so happens that in some (pots), pearls, and pearl necklaces are placed, while the other, he has put some defect (and
therefore, in them is put useless stuff).”(2)

Describing, often what happens to those misers, who simply keep hoarding money, Kabir Ji says: “(Often God) blesses
a miser with wealth, for safe keeping (and helping the needy), however the fool thinks that all this wealth is his alone.
But when his head is hit by the strike of the demon of death, then in an instant, it is settled (that the wealth doesn’t
belong to him at all).”(3)

SGGSP-480

Therefore Kabir Ji tells us what should be the attitude of a true devotee of God. He says: “The person, who lives like a
servant of God, and feels pleasure in obeying God’ will, he enjoys peace, and is called a virtuous devotee (of God).
Whatever pleases Him, (the devotee) accepts it as true (and for his best), and enshrines (God’s) will in his mind.”(4)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “Listen, O’ (my dear) saints, this is what Kabir has to say, that this (obsession) of claiming
that this thing is mine, or that thing is mine is false, (and cannot last forever. Because, just as) tearing down the cage, a
cat takes away a small bird, and its water and food are left behind, (similarly, when conquering the body, the death takes
away one’s soul, all one’s possessions and wealth are left behind).”(5-3-16)

The message of this Shabad is that we should not bother how much any body else is earning or what kind
of luxuries, he is enjoying. We should simply be thankful to God for what ever He has given us, share our
blessings with the less fortunate ones, and always meditate on His Name. Because, in the end, it is only
God’s Name which will accompany us, and nothing else.

MTAT I aasaa.

IH HAGS yeret 8 3IH IR His 3= | ham maskeen khudaa-ee banday tum raajas man bhaavai.
m%g mefs s & Afog A3 53t gan™ nau alah aval deen ko saahib jor nahee furmaavai. ||1||

ardt dfenr afs st »r@ nan Igv€ kaajee boli-aa ban nahee aavai. ||1|| rahaa-o.

3ar ud fee g3 awur forfs 5 et rojaa Dharai nivaaj gujaarai kalmaa bhisat na ho-ee.
A3fe arar we It st3fe A afs 75 =T 121 satar kaabaa ghat hee bheetar jay kar jaanai ko-ee. ||2|]
foe Ret & fonr@ fawrd amuT wawfa 778 nivaaj so-ee jo ni-aa-o bichaarai kalmaa aklahi jaanai.
uyrgg HfA HA®T fagre 37 38 s U= 13 paachahu mus muslaa bichhaavai tab ta-o deen

pachhaanai. ||3||
yAH uz'fs 39R afe dtm Hfo Hifeg Hat afs St khasam pachhaan taras kar jee-a meh maar manee kar
i feekee.
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aap janaa-ay avar ka-o jaanai tab ho-ay bhisat sareekee.

nry AsTfe wes &€ A6 37 Ife foms Adtat |14

ngi maatee ayk bhaykh Dhar naanaa taa meh barahm
pachhaanaa.

HEt 8 3y gfg a7aT 3T Hfg JIH UETST | kahai kabeeraa bhisat chhod kar dojak si-o man maanaa.
115]14(/17

&3 adtar forz 2fs afs eaa A€ Hg HeT
nungnaz

Asa Kabir Ji Chaupada

In this Shabad Kabir Ji is addressing one of the “gazis” (the muslim judges who during the Muslim rule used to exploit,
and oppress the poor non- muslims, take away their property and many times forced them to convert to Islam on pain of
death, and then they used to justify all their acts on the basis of their scriptures. It is possible Kabir Ji uttered this
Shabad, when he himself was being tortured for following the non-muslim ways.

Addressing one such “gazi”, Kabir Ji says: “(O “gazi”), I am but a humble servant of God, while to your mind, ruling
people with oppression, seems pleasing. (But) God, who is the number one Master of (any) faith, doesn’t permit any
one to rule by oppression.”(1)

Therefore, telling that gazi, plainly that he doesn’t like at all, what he has said, Kabir Ji says: “(O qazi), whatever, you
have said, doesn’t sound pleasing to my mind.”(1-Pause)

Now Kabir Ji tells him about the futility of his rituals and ceremonies, without caring for truth, justice, and compassion.
He says: “(O gazi, simply), by observing fast, performing (Muslim prayer called) Namaaz, or uttering the (holy word,
called) “Kalima”, a person doesn’t reach heaven: (actually), if some one understands (the true spirit of faith, then) the
hidden “Kaaba” (or the abode of God), is right within (a person).”(2)

Kabir Ji now tells that gazi what is the real namaz (or prayer) and what is the way to realize, God through religion. He
says: “(O qazi, only that person) is saying the (true prayer) or “Namaaz”, who practices justice, and understands
“Kalima” (the holy word) through wisdom, and spreads the “Musalla” (or prayer mat of) controlling all his five
(impulses of lust, anger, ego, greed, and worldly attachment).”(3)

SGGSP-480

Next advising that gazi directly, Kabir Ji says: “(O’ gazi), recognize (God), the true Master, have compassion for all
creatures in your heart, and deeming the ego in your mind as insipid, shed it. Because when a person, after
understanding himself, deems others like him, only then he becomes worthy of going to heaven.”(4)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “(O gazi), it is the same clay, which has been shaped into countless forms (of creatures). |
have recognized the same one (God) in them. I Kabir say, that forsaking (your concept of) heaven, my mind is pleased
and happy (in that state, which you may call) hell.”(5-4-17)

The message of this Shabad is that we should not try to take advantage of our wealth or power and try to
oppress and exploit others. We should have compassion for our fellow beings as being the children of the
same God who has made us all. We should be compassionate to them. Only then our prayers and our
rituals will be accepted in the court of God and we could hope for entry into the heaven.

MTHT |l aasaa.

a5 sarfe fea g8 & 798 &78 AT A AHTET I gagan nagar ik boond na barkhai naad kahaa jo samaanaa.

YTIFIH UTHHT H'G U3H I & fAgTsT nai paarbarahm parmaysur maaDho param hans lay
siDhaanaa. ||1]|

9T §%3 3 JT I8 99t & Hfar 393 1 baabaa boltay tay kahaa ga-ay dayhee kay sang rahtay.

A3f3 ufg 7 fo93 93 &yr g7a3T KI3 N4l surat maahi jo nirtay kartay kathaa baartaa kahtay. ||1]|
rahaa-o.
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IT€ 1l bajaavanhaaro kahaa ga-i-o jin ih mandar keenHaa.
IATESIS a97 Iafe€ fafs feg Weg aﬁ-?iT i saakhee sabad surat nahee upjai khinch tayj sabh leenHaa.
121

At AgE AIf3 adt Qun fiffe 39 Az E’T?{T N2  saravnan bikal bha-ay sang tayray indree kaa bal thaakaa.
charan rahay kar dharak paray hai mukhahu na niksai

ATss faas 32 Afar 33 fFet ar gg gmar 1 baataa. |3||
995 99 &9 wIfq ud T Hyg & faaR av3T 131 thaakay panch doot sabh taskar aap aapnai bharamtay.

o thaakaa man kunchar ur thaakaa tayj soot Dhar ramtay.
g3 U9 g3 AT IASTT WY WTuE gH3 |l 14
TN AT T QﬁE_l BT 37 g3 ufa EP'@ e mirtak bha-ay dasai band chhootay mitar bhaa-ee sabh
fHasa 32 =R de g2 g 3t Ag 23 1 chhoray.

- . - kahat kabeeraa jo har Dhi-aavai jeevat banDhan toray.
93 FEtaT 7 Ife funr? dtes dus 33 151151118
nynynaci
Aasa

As per Dr. Bhai Vir Singh Ji, Kabir Ji probably uttered this Shabad, on the occasion when he went to see a yogi friend
of his, and found him dead. This yogi used to do all kinds of yoga asanas and different breathing exercises, and used to
claim that when in certain poses, he could experience rain of nectar drops falling from the sky of his mind.

So now seeing his dead body, Kabir Ji reflects on his death, and as if addressing another respectable person standing
there says: “Now not even a single drop (of nectar) rains from the sky (of his mind, and no one knows), where that
“Naad” (or tune) has gone, (which he used to hear? I also wonder, has the transcendent supreme God (who used to
reside within him), has gone away taking the immaculate swan soul (of the yogi) along with Him?”(1)

Now as if addressing that person standing nearby, Kabir Ji says: “O’ my respected friend, (I wonder), where have those
(faculties) gone who used to speak? Where are those (faculties), who used to live with the body, who used to dance in
the mind, and used to sing and talk about different spiritual matters?”’(1-Pause)

Continuing to reflect on the effect of death, Kabir Ji asks: “Where has gone (that mind), who used to play this body like
a drum? Now no stories or words are coming out of the mind, as if all its energy has been pulled out (by death).”2)
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Commenting further on the complete stoppage or ending of all the faculties, Kabir Ji says: “(O yogi), now your
companion ears, which used to hear, have become powerless. Similarly, power has gone out of all other faculties, and
becoming powerless, your feet have become lose (and unable to walk), and no words come out of your mouth.”(3)

What to speak of the ordinary faculties, Kabir Ji says: “(O man look, now) even the five demonic thieves (the passions
of lust, anger, greed, attachment, and ego), who used to wander around for (fulfilling their individual) motives are
exhausted, and also exhausted is the intoxicated elephant like mind which wandered according to its own will within
your body. Also exhausted is your heart, depending upon whose power, and clout, these (passions) used to go around
(here and there).”(4)

Reflecting on the whole situation, Kabir Ji draws his conclusion and says: “When a person dies then all his bonds with
his ten sense organs are loosened, and he has to lose also all his friends and brothers. But Kabir says, one who
contemplates on God, breaks these bonds while still alive (or in other words rises above the false attachment for his
friends and relatives, while still alive).”(5-5-18)

The message of this Shabad is that we need to remember that at the time of death, all the faculties of our
body will cease their functions, and all our relations and friends will become strangers for us. Therefore
instead of spending all our time and energy in pleasing our body or our friends and relatives, we should
spend some time in remembering God, and meditating on His Name, because this is the only thing that will
accompany and help us in the end.
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mAT feaza 8 |1 aasaa iktukay 4.
AIYsT 3 Quﬁl sat agtar || sarpanee tay oopar nahee balee-aa.
fafs gour farg Ha=€ xbar nau jin barahmaa bisan mahaaday-o chhalee-aa. ||1]|
HTg H'g AYaT foans Afs OEl maar maar sarpanee nirmal jal paithee.
fafs f3zez sHtMS a19 ynAtfe stat nan g€ 1 jin taribhavan dasee-alay gur parsaad deethee. ||1|| rahaa-o.
AUsT AYsT famr ggg 3vEt I sarpanee sarpanee ki-aa kahhu bhaa-ee.
fafs Arg uatfemr fafs guat yret 121 jin saach pachhaani-aa tin sarpanee khaa-ee. ||2||
AUST 3 WS 88 ST mEIT I sarpanee tay aan chhoochh nahee avraa.
AUaT A3t gar &3 AHIT 131l sarpanee jeetee kahaa karai jamraa. ||3||
3T 8t q SGGSP-481
feg Ruat 37 &t &3t It 0 ih sarpanee taa kee keetee ho-ee.
a8 mag femr fer 3 It 18 bal abal ki-aa is tay ho-ee. ||4||
feg anst 37 Az AStST I ih bastee taa basat sareeraa.
a9 yArfe Aofa 33 adtar nungnaki gur parsaad sahj taray kabeeraa. ||5]|6]/19]|
Asa Kabir Ji
Ik Tukay-4

In the previous Shabad, Kabir Ji had advised us to loosen our bonds with bodily impulses, and our friends and relatives,
while still alive. In other words, he advised us, to free our selves from the bonds of “Maya ”, which has been compared
to a powerful and poisonous snake. In this Shabad Kabir Ji tells us how to kill or control this enemy of ours.

s

First of all Kabir Ji recognizes the power of this snake like “Maya ”, and says: “(Without doubt), no one is more
powerful than this snake (the “Maya ), because it has deceived even (the most powerful gods like) “Brahma”,

“Vishnu”, and “Shiva”.”(1)

Commenting further on the huge and all pervasive power of “Maya ”, Kabir Ji says: “On its round of death and
destruction this she serpent has come to abide even in immaculate waters, (in other words, what to speak of ordinary
persons, it is even spoiling the peace and tranquility of holy congregations, as is so commonly seen in many sacred
places). But, by the grace of my Guru I have understood the reality (of this “Maya ) which has bitten (and deceived) all
the three worlds.”(1-Pause)

Having understood the true nature of “Maya ”, Kabir Ji addresses ordinary people like us and says: “(O’ brothers), why
do you keep talking about this snake “Maya” again and again, (why are you so much afraid of it? The simple fact is
that) they who have realized the true (God, they have so completely controlled it, as if), they have killed this snake.”(2)

Stating, what kind of people, have been able to overpower it, Kabir Ji says: “(O my friends, except those, who have
realized the eternal God), no one is without the effect (of “Maya ). But, they who have conquered this serpent (and
controlled their passion for Maya), even the demon of death cannot do any (harm) to them.”(3)

SGGSP-481

Referring to the true source of power of “Maya ”, Kabir Ji says: “This snake (“Maya ) has been created by that (God,
who has created the entire universe). So on its own, it is neither powerful, nor or powerless (and without God’s
command, it cannot do anything).”(4)

In conclusion, Kabir Ji says: “ (O’ my friends), as long as this (“Maya ”) resides in our mind, (and we are swayed by its
influence), we keep residing in bodily form (and keep going through birth and death). But by Guru’s grace, Kabir has
easily crossed over (this whirl pool of births and deaths).”(5-6-19)

The message of this Shabad is that instead of feeling ourselves helpless before the huge influence of
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“Maya” (or worldly attachment), which has spoiled the peace of even the saintly congregations, we should
realize the truth that this “Maya” has been created by God and obtains all its power from Him. So if we
directly realize God in our own mind, then we need not be afraid of “Maya” or anything else created by

Him.
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